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ae eh 


Thumbs down 


New law seeks to end 
texting from behind - 
the wheel 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News editor 


The Massachusetts government 
has banned texting while driving with 
an eye on avoiding driver distraction 
and saving lives. The law that came 
into effect on Sept. 30, prohibits jun- 
ior drivers under the age of 18 from 
using their cell phones while driving. 

"This bill sends a clear message 


- to all drivers, regardless of age, that 


when behind the wheel, your primary 
focus should be driving," said the 
state Senate Chairman of the Joint 
Committee on Transportation, 
Senator Steven A. Baddour in a press 
release obtained from the Governor’s 
website. . 

"This is a major step forward to 
ensure the continued safety of the 
motoring public." I 

The law also bans those over the 
age of 18 from sending a text mes- 


sage or even reading a text, or using » 


cell phones to access the Internet 
while driving, and also institutes new 
license renewal procedures for 
mature drivers. — 


"Without question, this new law 


will save lives on our roadways," said 
Governor Deval Patrick on his web- 
D> 3 


site. "Texting is one of the riskiest 
distractions that endangers public 
safety and today we are joining other 
states by saying it will no longer be 
tolerated." 

Massachusetts became one of 29 
states to prohibit dangerous behav- 
iors behind the wheel after imple- 
menting this new law. The law basi- 
cally states that drivers under the age 
of 18 will not be allowed to use cell 
phones in the car in whatever way 
unless it’s an emergency and they are 
asked to pull over while using the 
phones. 

The law also prohibits adult driv- 
ers from any digital communication 
that is designed or intended to be 
transmitted between a mobile elec- 
tronic device and any other electron- 
ic device, such as mobile phones, 
paging devices, laptop computers and 
many others but doesn’t include 
Navigation systems’ or using a GPS 
application on a smart phone. 

Together with all these regula- 
tions, the law also puts new restric- 
tions on older drivers aged above 75 
years. 

Under the new law elderly driv- 
ers will have to undergo a vision test 
every 5 years when renewing their 
license and they won’t be allowed to 
renew their licenses online or .by 
mail. 

The offenses will only be civil 


offenses and violators will not- 


receive any insurance surcharges. 


This excludes if you cause an acci- 
dent that is related mobile phone use 
that results in injury or property dam- 
age in the case of an accident. In this 
case; a new clause under the state’s 
negligent operation criminal laws 
will kick in allowing a 60-day sus- 
pension for a first offense, with a 
$500 reinstatement fee. 

Students here at the school have 
mixed feeling concerning the law. 

“Some believe that cell phones should 

be totally banned when someone is 
behind the wheel. 

“T don’t know why they are just 
putting the ban on the junior drivers,” 
said student James Cashman. “Cell 
phones distract you seriously no mat- 
ter the age.” : 

“T think it going to be worse now 
that they have regulated it,” said Deb ~ 
Card. ‘ 

“People will try: to hide under the 
steering wheel while doing it and this 
will make them lose concentration 
more and therefore easily cause acci- 
dents.” satd Mark Shaw, President 
and CEO of AAA Southern New 
England in a press release obtained 
from the mass.gov website. 

-"We have taken strong action to 
keep our roads safe by banning tex- 
ting while driving and instituting 
needed measures. to keep impaired 
drivers off the road. Protecting the 
safety of our residents is our most 
important task as elected officials and 
this bill will do just that.” 


Crime a concern for some students 


With recent shootings in Lawrence, some 
worry about their safety while on campus 


By BARDALIS GOMEZ 
Correspondent 


The recent wave of crime in 
the city of Lawrence has raised 
the safety concerns of not only 
the residents of the city, but also 
of those who come to Lawrence 
for an education. 

Several serious incidents 
have been reported in the past 
month, 
shootings. In one situation, four 
people were shot and two killed 
in a Broadway nightclub. © 
‘The shooting at the nightclub 
was on Broadway in Lawrence 
which is fairly close by the 


three of which were. 
‘Lawrence safe?” 


Lawrence campus. 

"It's ridiculous. It's ridicu- 
lous. I don't know what Lawrence 
is coming to,” said Officer Dube, 
of the Lawrence police to The 
Boston Globe. 

Many students at NECC have 
expressed concerns about their safety 
while at the Lawrence campus. 

“Tt is not only dangerous to 
be out here during the night, but 
now the day too? When is 


Holguin, a NECC student, in ref- 


erence to a recent Lawrence 


shooting which took place during 
the day around a Lawrence 
school zone. 


said Lorena 


‘schools to 


The location of the search and 


‘lockdown is only about a five 


minute drive from the Lawrence 
campus and about a 15 minute 


- walk from the Lawrence campus. 


eee 


the house where the suspects 


were hiding. 

This was also cause for panic 
within the community, especially 
to those parents who were not 


- 


Students should be able to feel safe 
walking to the campus, to the bus or to. 
grab something to eat, not worry that 
‘something bad might happen. 


Although no one was injured, 
this incident caused two middle 
close while the 
Lawrence SWAT team barricaded 


— Lorena Holguin 


able to pick up their children 
from school because of the clos- 
ing. © 

“Students should be able to 


feel safe walking to the campus, 
to the bus or to grab something to 
eat, not worry that something bad 
might happen” said Holguin. 

Some people are concerned 
while others still feel safe attend- 
ing classes at the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

Christian Matias, a student 
who still believes that Lawrence 
is safe even despite all the chaos 
lately said, “Well, I've lived in 
Lawrence for about 15 years and 
I have to agree that it is a dys- 
functional city, but I've never felt 
threatened by it or its citizens. 

“There are a lot of things that 
sKould change but so far I don't 
see a reason for anyone to fear 
driving, visiting or even attend- 
ing college in Lawrence.” 
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Put the phones down 
and stay safe driving 


Admit it you’ve done it, we’ve 
all done it. Texting while driving. 

I’m sure while you’ve been driv- 
ing around for the last couple of 
weeks you have noticed the huge 
signs everywhere warning you that 
as of Sept. 30 the new “no texting 
while driving” law goes into effect. 

Most of you probably find it hard 
to get used to ignoring your phone as 
it’s beeping and vibrating next to you 
but try your best to ignore it because 
it is not worth getting a ticket or get- 
ting into an accident over it. 

We are not the only state that has 
banned. texting and _ driving. 
According to the Insurance intitute of 
Highway Safety 30 other states and 


ducted a study to see whether drink- 


ing and driving or texting and driving . 


was worse. 

The person drove 70 mph down 
an airport runway while texting then 
the next day while having a blood 
alcohol level above the legal limit. 
The result he was slower reacting 
and swerved more when he was tex- 
ting then when he was drinking. 

Texting has also been the result 
of more deaths recently than drinking 
and driving has been. 


So, even though it is hard to get ~ 


used to, try your hardest to keep your 
phone out of your hands while 
behind the steering wheel. 

We don’t need tragedy brought to 
NECC over something that can so 
simply be avoided. 
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Good luck with the new law and 
‘we hope everyone stays safe. 


Washington D.C. have also done so. 
“Car and Driver Magazine” con- 
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Are you going to vote in the 
upcoming election? 


. all submissions. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 
room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. ' 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifica- 
tion. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line or 
risk not being received by the Observer email system. : 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer @necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


& 


Mary Sicard 


Nick Lawrence ; 
While we attempt to publish alll letters, Business Management : Elementary Education Paramedic Technology 
: For what? No. No. 


we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Distracted texters cause accidents 


‘Anti-texting law 
recently put into 
place 


By MAry-KATE HALEY 
Correspondent : 


We've all 
heard the 
& speech upon 
mas getting the 
keys to our first 
car. “Wear your 
seatbelt, drive 
the speed limit, 
mm keep your eyes 
on the road, 
and don’t use your cell phone.” 

~ Well, it looks like using our cell 
phones, which seem to be glued to 
our hands at all times, is now illegal 


in Massachusetts...thus forcing us to 


glue our hands to the wheel. 

I guess we can thank Oprah 
‘Winfrey. On January 21, 2010, she 
opened her show asking her viewing 
audience around the world for one 
simple favor: Stop all cell phone 
usage while driving. 

She petitioned her in studio audi- 
ence, and posted an online petition 
for families everywhere to sign as 
well. 

Since the show aired, 29 states 
have banned cell phone usage (most- 
ly texting) while driving, and on 
September - 30, Massachusetts 
changed its laws as well. 

When I first heard about this, I 
didn’t think much of it. Being a 21 
year old without a license is tough, 
but at least I wouldn’t have to leave 
my precious iPhone in my bag so I 
-could focus more on driving. 

That thing is like a child to me. 
It’s bad enough that I walk into peo- 
ple while texting and walking, so tex- 
ting and driving probably wouldn’t 


work out too well for me anyways. 

But as I started seeing signs on 
the highway flashing orange words 
of caution at me for September 30, 
well, let’s just say I started thinking 
about all those people I bump into as 
cars. It actually scared me. 

In 2009, 4,900 of 960,000 cell 
phone related accidents lead to 
deaths as reported by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. 

However, not just drivers and 
other passengers were injured and 
killed; innocent people simply just 
walking on the sidewalk have even 
suffered a brunt due to careless driv- 
ing. 

Mary Maguire, a spokeswoman 
for AAA in Southern New England, 
told the Boston Herald: “It only takes 
a couple of seconds to send a text 
message and that is the couple of sec- 
onds.that can alter your life, the lives 
of your passengers and the lives of 
other drivers on the road.” 

The new state law and its fines 
are pretty strict and straight to the 
point. If you’re 17 or younger, it 
looks like you won’t be able to text 


the boy of your dreams until you get 


home from school if yeu have a 
license. 

In fact, you can’t even call him 
unless it’s an emergency, but -com- 
mon sense says you’re probably 
going to call your parents first in any 
emergency. 

The boy of your dreams isn’t 
worth the $100 fine and 60-day 
license suspension, -I promise. 
However, if you’re 18 and older, 
you’re in luck...kind of. 

You can talk on your cell phone 
all you want, as long as you also have 


one hand on the wheel. Even still, no . 


texting for you and the same fines 
(roughly) apply. 

Even if you’re stopped at the 
longest red light in town, guess what? 
You can’t text, and you still have to 


have one hand on the wheel. 

After the first offense for young 
drivers carrying a junior operator’s 
license, the second offense warrants a 
$250 fine and a 180-day suspension, 
followed by the third offense of a 
$500 fine and a year without a 
license. 

For drivers over 18, the punish- 


ment is less harsh but still in full 


effect. 

If you’re over-18, the first offense 
in a year is a $35 fine, followed by a 
$75 fine and lastly, a $150 fine. More 
fines and additional laws can be 
found on the RMV web site. 

There is some room for argument 


with the new texting law. One of my - 


favorite things about my iPhone, 
aside from Trapster, which tells you 


where the cops are, is the Maps appli- 


cation. 
Although the good old map 
application can get me lost on my 


own street with its horrible direc- 


tions, it is sometimes helpful. Bad 
news, smart phone users. 

If your phone has a map applica- 
tion on it, your best bet will probably 
be to invest in a real GPS because 


-maps count as part of the phone, and 


they’re just as distracting. 

Using a map on your cell phone 
results in the same fines as texting, 
but look on the bright side! 

If you go buy a GPS, you can 
make it talk with a British accent, it 
recalculates your route within sec- 
onds, and it’s legal to use one that 
suctions itself to your windshield. It’s 
a win-win. 

‘ But sometimes, smart phones 
really are smart. On many phones 
nowadays, there are features that let 
you speak to text. Just open a new 
text message, and talk away. If you 
were to pass a cop while speaking to 
text, would you get pulled over and 
fined? 

-It would look as if you were just 


Distracted driving 


Delaware is the 30th state to enact a jaw against texting while driving. 
Nearly 6.000 peopie died in 2008 in crashes involving distracted drivers. 


States with distracted driving bans 


Hand-held and texting | 


NOTE: Alaska and Hawait are not {6 scale 


' Texting only 


* Percentage 
of drivers 
reportedly 
distracted at 
time of fatal 

> erash 


11% 
8% 


04 


: # Of the 1.6 million injury 
crashes in 2008 

21% 

involved 

: distracted 

driving 


Soures: National Highway Traffic Safaty pelle 


Graphic: Judy Treibie 


talking to someone on speaker phone. 
Although it seems to be a small loop 
hole, the question remains as to how 
one would get fined for that, if at all 

. Worst case scenario, you say 
“antidisestablishmentarianism” into 
your smart phone, and it types out 
“This is imperialism”, and you send 
that to your mom and dad. 

~ Just tell them you were practicing 
safe driving, they can’t get mad at 
that. , 

. Who knows why Oprah wanted 
to choose texting while driving over 
the countless other things she could 
have stood behind, but one thing’s for 
sure. This will save lives. 

Medfield Police Chief Robert 
Meaney, Jr. stated to WBZ News: 
“The first part ef this enforcement 
campaign, it's going to be difficult, 
it's going to be awkward. There are 
going to be a lot of people pulled 
over and it's going to be a learning 
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MCT Campus Graphic 
curve.” 

Young drivers, even adult driv- 
ers, will have to learn to live with this 
law if they want to keep driving. 

Although it will take time to get 
used to, the law will be etched into 
our minds soon enough. 

And if you want, you can look at 
it the- way I do: Leave you phone on 
silent until you’re not driving the car 

Unlock it, flip it open, whatever 
you have to do and see how many 
missed calls and texts you have. It’s 
like getting presents and knowing 
people love you and care about 
you...and maybe you’ll gain piece of 
mind knowing that you didn’t cause 
an accident that could have ended 
horribly by reading your texts while 
driving. 

I’m sure your friends and family 
will be happier about everyone’s 
safety as opposed to why you didn’t 
answer their texts right away. 


Be very cautious of your valuables 


Make sure to put 
away all valuables 
and lock your doors 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


In the average 30 seconds it takes a 
person to break into your car, your 
day can be ruined. 

Last year a rash of car break-ins 
left many Northern Essex students 
disappointed as they went to the 
parking lot only to find their car not 
in their parking spot or valuable sen- 
timental items gone. 

_ Unfortunately, there have already 
been two car break-ins at Northern 
Essex, this semester. 

It is unlikely that the car thief or 
thieves will be caught as evidence 
suggested last year that they are pro- 
fessionals at what they do. 

The security at NECC does a very 
good job monitoring the parking lot, 
but on the Haverhill campus alone 


there are four different parking lots. _ 


Therefore, the only viable solu- 
tions is to take extra steps and pre- 
cautions. 

An extra step both students and 


faculty members can take is to lock 
their motor vehicles, every single 
time they leave them. 

Even if they are just going into the 
building for two minutes, that is all 
the time it takes to have your things 
stolen, thus ruining your day 

In both recent cases the victims 
did not lock all the doors of their car. 
Although, it is not-by any means the 


student's fault, to preyent future | 


break-ins everyone needs to begin 
locking their cars. 

The Eagle security, otherwise 
known as the campus security warns 
students to lock their vehicles. 

The Chief of Eagle Security, Bill 
Blouin explained that students should 
take extra precautions like making 
sure all the doors of their car are 
securely locked before leaving for 
class. 

“In the good weather they (stu- 
dents and faculty) are leaving their 
doors open,” Blouin said. 

On the contrary, Blouin also said 
most people lock their cars and that 
their alarm systems have greatly 
aided in preventing car break-ins. 

The security team also says people 
should hide their valuables. 

Some of these valuables would 
include, but are not limited to, lap- 


tops, Ipods, MP3 players, gym bags 
and GPS units. 

Obviously, if someone sees any of 
‘these items and wants them they are 
going to take them. Therefore, hide 
them in your trunk or lock your doors 
to make it more difficult to steal 
them. 

_ “Don't leave any "sign" that there 
might be valuables “out of sight" in 
your vehicle, such as docking sta- 
fons. or connector cables. Leave 


nothing in "plain sight" that might 
make your vehicle worth "investigat- 
ing" by a thief; not even loose coins 
or a CD,” the website for the 
University of Oklahoma police 
warns. 

Also, another thing many students 
may overlook is that when you have 
a GPS that it leaves a mark on the 
window. This is something profes- 
sional thieves look for. 

If you have a ‘GPS and take it off 


Chantal McGovern Photo 


Make sure to lock your car and hide your expensive electronics because it only 
take an average of 30 seconds to break into a motor vehicle. 


your front mirror make sure that 
these marks are not present. 
Also, don’t leave spare change in 


your coffee cup Holders. Having 
spare change in your car tells poten- 
tial thieves that there could be other 
valuables in your car. 

It only takes a matter of seconds to 
prevent these thieves by locking your 
car and taking extra precautions. 

Hopefully, there are no more car 
break-ins this semester. 
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Arrive on time or don’t be noisy — 


It is unfair that so 
many students come 
into class late 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Stomping 
feet, thudding 
fifty pound 
backpacks and 
eighty clinking 
metal keys are 
the distracting 
noises students 
| must face on a 
daily basis. 


While at east the students, whom’ 


make sure to -set their alarm clocks 
and arrive to class on time. 

At Northern Essex, there are two 
groups of students: the academiac 
overachievers and the time slackers. 

The academic overachievers are 
never late to class because they pride 
themselves on arriving on time to 
class. 

In addition to paying attention to 
the clock and carefully planning their 
schedules, they make sure to com- 
plete all homework assignments. 

They are late on only the rarest of 
occasions. Although, sometimes they 
have the desire to skip class, they 
fight those urges and atterid classes. 

Contrary to the academic over- 


The cost versus the 


achievers, the time slackers forget to 
set their alarm clock or fall asleep 
during the early hours of the morn- 
ing, thus over sleeping. 

In the morning they wake-up 


already late, then become even more | 


late when they stop and purchase a 
high-priced muffin. By the end of the 
semester they have stop coming to 
class altogether. 

Unlike the overachievers, the slack- 
ers miss class because they wanted to 
roam the aisles of a department store. 


Being late to class sometimes is fine - 


and not a major problem for most 
reasonable professors. 

However, being tardy does become 
a problem, when it happens oe 
every single class. 

It isn’t fair that students can con- 
stantly come to class late because it is 
very distracting to students that are 


“on time to class. 


The majority of students who are 
late to class are extremely noisy. 
They-come into class, stomping their 
feet and oftentimes have a very large 
set of keys or they are frgnucally tex- 
ting. 

Sometimes a person will come into 
class twenty minutes late, when the 
class only runs for fifty minutes, then 
leave for another ten minutes. By the 


‘time they have fully settled and got- 


ten comfortable the class is already 
over. 

Tardiness wouldn’t be such a major 
distraction or problem if students 


value of school 


eould come into the classroom quiet- 
ly and not start talking to others. 
Afterall, the students at NECC are 
paying to learn. 

If @ person is. going to be twenty 
minutes late to a fifty minute class 
that is their own choice. But, it isn’t 
fair for them to distract others and 
hinder others” ability to be able to 
grasp information in a lecture. 

I am a student who is at class five 
minutes before it is set to begin, well 
on most days at least. 

I make every attempt to be on 
time to class and make every 
effort to pay attention, which 
includes not stopping to purchase 
an overpriced bagel. 

Since I am on time to class, I expect 
others to bé on time as well. Trust 
me, there is nothing more distracting 
than someone coming into class 
twenty minutes late, then having 
them approach the professor to make 


‘sure they mark them present. 


In several of my classes, it doesn’t 
matter whether the subject is inter- 
esting or boring because there are 
always a few who fail to show up on 
timex: : 

In one of my previous courses there 
were a few people that would come 
in late. These people would come in 
stomping their feet and sometimes 
even talking on their phones. 

To top all this off one student 
always carried with them a set of 
about twenty keys. 


Every time they walked into class, 
these keys would clink together and 
cause a massive commotion, even the 
professor was distracted. 

Additionally, one time I had a fifty 
minute class: and people would walk 
into the late, then leave in the middle 
of class. 


’ Something that makes this worst is 


that I would see them in the hallways 
conversing with someone else on my 
way to class. 

I always wondered how someone 
could be twenty minutes late to class, 
when they are five feet away from the 
classroom. They would walk into the 
class extremely late for a class, which 
only ran for fifty minutes. Honestly, I 
don’t-see the point of coming into a 
class when half of the class. has 
already passed. 

While things getting in the way 
is bound to happen, making being 
late inevitable and perfectly 
understandable. 

If students are going to always be 
tardy for class,. they should at least 
have the decency to put away their 
keys and not loudly question the 
teacher about the material they 
missed. 


When coming into class — 
please put your set of 
noisy keys in your pocket 


However, this semester I am gladto Where they belong. Gy 
see some professors are taking the nq warned all the students, that if q 
initiative of disciplining the time they were even five minutes late, ‘ 
slackers and their actions actually they would be marked absent.’ And 4 
have worked. ‘ 


One of my professors noticed 
many students arriving late to class 


At a university where 8 colleges, 


more than L/0 academic programs, 


guess what after that little warning no 
one came to class late again. 


With tuition rising, why 
would you pay more for 
your education? 


By ALLISON BURRIDGE 
Correspondent . 


There is a fundamental difference between 
the words “cost” and “value”. For instance, 
someone may purchase an original painting for 
an exorbitant amount of money but value it less 
.than a painting their daughter made for them in 
the third grade. 

The same could be said for an education, 
meaning what you spend on a semester of 
school doesn’t always denote the value of the 
education you are given during that semester. 

If the cost of a schoal is directly correlated to 
the value of that education then many of the 
community colleges throughout the country 
would be out of business or headed in that 
direction. 

Luckily, for me and my fellow Northern 
Essex Community College students, this is not 
the case. 

In fact there has been a surge in enrollment 
for community colleges throughout the country. 
More and more students are figuring out that 
they can get the same value of education for 
their first two years at a community college for 
a fraction of the cost of a four-year school. 

This concept is an important one for stu- 
dents trying to afford the best education they 
can in an economic recession. 

Jessica Foley, a junior at Bridgewater State 


ty college for their first two years is because 0 


University, who has been taking out loans sinc 
she was a freshman to pay for her tuition, room 
and board at BSU says, “I really wish I ha 
gone to a community college for my first tw 
years. I’m going to have $44,980 in loans that 
am going to have to pay off after school and it’ 
a lot of pressure. I know I’m a.lot better off tha: 
most people but that’s still a lot for me to hav: 
to pay off”. 

The reason most people make the choice t 
attend a four-year school instead of a communi 


this false perception that community ‘college i 
more of a continuation of high school than 
real college. 

The truth is, the general education require 
ments that you have to take as a freshman an 
sophomore in a four-year school are almos 
identical to the ones that most community col 
leges offer. 

For example, if you were to take Televisio 
Production I at Northern Essex Communi 
College you would be using the same exac 
high definition cameras and equipment tha 
Emerson College. uses for their introducto 
classes. 4 

Also, by using programs such as the Nase 
Transfer Program, you can ensure that all of th 
classes you take at Northern Essex Communi 
College are transferable to the school you wis 
to transfer to. 

So, while you can’t chide the cost of th 
ever escalating- tuition of these four-yea 
schools you can choose how long you attend. 

In a recession can anyone really afford to pa 
more for a four-year school that has’ the sam 
value in its first two Years as a community col- 
lege? 


nearly 1,000 professors, and over 


15,000 students come 


together on a beautiful seaside campus, 
we'd like to 


count you in. 


UMass Boston Open House 2010 
Saturday, October 16, 8:30am 


Sign up at www. umb.edu/openhouse 
or by calling 617.287.6000 


KX 


UMASS 
BOSTON 
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Please, don 


There should not be a 
ban on‘soda in the’ 
workplace 


By Lisa LEMoI 
Correspondent 


First was a no smoking ban with- 
in the workplace. Then it was no 
Trans fats in our take-out. 

__ Now it seems that city officials 
want to limit the type of beverage’ 
choices we can purchase within the 
workplace. _ 

Yes. I’m talking about the possi- 
bility of banning sugary sodas that 
are sold in vending machines within 
all Boston government buildings. 

Boston will receive a $12 million 
dollar federal grant to help fight obe- 
sity within the city. 

The city’s proposal is to prohibit 
the sale of full sugar sodas in vending 
machines throughout government 
buildings. 

The ban was one of the ideas to 
assist in the issue of government 
employee widening waistlines. 

Now, this doesn’t mean that an 
employee can’t smuggle in a Pepsi or 
two; it just means that-the city will 
not be held responsible for the empty 
calories they will consume. 

Really? It feels a bit passive 
aggressive if you ask me. Sugar is 
legal, and like anything else, if we 

really want it, we will go great 


lengths to get it. 

According to an article in 
boston.com, San Francisco and New 
York have both adapted this rule in 
recent months. 


San Francisco’s mayor issued a _ 


complete ban on all sugary bever- 
ages. New York varied the rule where 
choices are given with vending 
machines favoring water. 

If you’re like me, you may have 
seen this issue in a news or radio 
broadcast, and are either in favor or 
not. : 

In my humble opinion, obesity 
doesn’t start with a Pepsi at 40, but a 
lack of correctly taught eating habits 
and daily exercise that starts in child- 
hood. 

I paused for a moment and 
thought about the effects of the ban 
on the college level. What does that 
say for the individuals that attend 
Massachusetts colleges? 

Does the bill mean that state 
workers are inept at making the right 
choices of what is healthy to drink 
and what isn’t, but a college student 
is? 

And at what point does the aver- 
age, intelligent, level-headed college 
student become inept‘at making such 
unhealthy beverage choices? 

Like the licks it takes to get to the 
center of a Tootsie pop, one may 
never know. 2 ; 

Pll use NECC for example. I 
know we are all trying to come to 
grips with the recently enforced 


smoking ban, who’s for and who’s 
against it, but could it be taken just as 
strongly with a can of soda? 

What would we do if the state 
officials decided to expand the ban to 
all colleges and universities? 

It is well known that many col- 
lege students live off of sugar and 
caffeine. 

My bet is that it would be mass 


chaos, students having drink-ins and. 


soda rallies organizing protests with 
Coke Big Gulps and Gatorades. 

My fear is that it could come 
down to people sitting in their cars, 
guzzling dowf a Mountain Dew dis- 


guised in a paper bag. 

Am I a little sarcastic? 
Absolutely. However herein lies my 
question: 


Where do we draw the line? If 
Boston bans soda, heck, why not take 
it a step further? 

I say have the government offi- 


’ cials restrict all of the fattening sand- 


wiches at the City Hall Deli — which 
by the way is located on the eighth 
floor inside the building, or closing 
the Coffee Stop that offers the high 
calorie/high fat salty — sweet goodies 
(aka “junk food”) that are located in 
the bowels of the building. 

Make the employees walk to 
retrieve their daily lunches and 
snacks. 

Can I get an AMEN! 

Health experts say that we all 
should be walking at least 10,000 
steps a day. 


I’m not positive, however; I can 
probably bet that people aren’t taking 
the stairs to reach each either of these 
places. 

If the city won’t close these con- 
veniently placed shops, what about 
replacing the food within them that 
would restrict caloric intake? Tofu 
Sandwiches and Alfalfa Sprout 
Salads for everyone! 


Offer only apples and bananas 


for dessert! Wash that down with a 
yummy-nummy protein shake, Mr. 
State Official? 

Yeah, I thought not. 

Oh! We could add in a. gelatin 
dessert now and then, but of course 
sugar-free; let’s not get crazy. 

Sadly enough, I don’t see any of 
that happening. God forbid the city 
lose some of its revenue. 

Plus, don’t forget, it just may take 
12 million dollars to replace all that 
sugary soda with water. 

Right! 

I mean, I get it. Americans con- 
sume way too much sugar, and yes, 
we do have an obesity problem. 
Massachusetts’ obesity rate is 21.3 
percent according to The Obesity 


Society. 


“I just don’t think that banning 
sugar sodas is where the government 
should start. 

So let’s take a breath and think 
about this for a minute Mr. and Ms. 


State Health Officials and see if sugar ~ 


sodas are the real culprit. 
Again, in my humble opinion, it’s 


Ads fail to inform voters on 


Commericals confuse 
voters and don t give 
important details — 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


On a particularly nippy, dreary, 
autumn afternoon I found myself 
watching commercial advisements 
about canned soup. I naively thought 
these were some of the most annoy- 
ing 30 second ads a human being had 
ever endured. 

This was until I saw some of the 
ridiculous political ads on television. 
They are played on almost every sin- 
gle channel. 

After seeing the same guy talk 
about why he is the best , while play- 
ing basketball 25 times in one day, 

_ the idea of seeing a football player 
endorse cream of mushroom soup 
started not to seem so bad after all. 

As the Massachusetts elections, 
being held on Nov. 2, come closer 
and closer these poorly produced 
political advertisements are showing 
up everywhere. ‘ 

- Isee them in between the breaks 
while watching “Hell s Kitchen” , 
hear them on the radio when I am 
getting my Lady Gaga fix and even 
see their signs when I am going to 

pickup the Airborne at CVS. 


j 


‘Needless to say, I am becoming | 


increasingly more frustrated. 


Political ads are annoying to me © 


because they mainly confuse citizens 
rather than inform them. 

It appears as though the prem- 
ise of the entire 30 seconds is to tear 
down the other opponent. 

In turn, this makes elections 
more of an entertainment spectacle 
than an potentially life changing 
political event. 

“Much of the communication 
that goes on between political figures 
and voters these days is yelling back 
and forth between the elected offi- 
cials pontificating on cable television 
with their voters watching back 
home, often in disbelief,” said CNN 
political analyst Ed Rollins. 

These commercials have caused 
many people to become ill-informed 
because Once they come on the TV, 
they inevitably change the channel. 

. Yes, the commercials are that 
bad. And the top political experts. 
wonder why the percent of voters is 


_lower than it should be. 


A large portion of the blame 
should not be placed on the citizens. 
If fingers are going to be pointed 
anywhere it should be in the direction 
of the politicians. : 
As most political campaigns are 
witless and don t have a point as they 
are just mumble jumble. 


For example, Sen. Scott 


-Brown’s campaign last year, which 


surrounded his old pickup truck. 
Every time I saw his commer- 

cials I couldn’t help but shake my 

head at them because they didn’t 


inform citizens of any important 
facts. 

I was actually very surprised 
anyone voted in that election as all; 
the candidates had the worst cam- 
paigns I had ever seen. 

The lack of valuable informa- 
tion offered during the majority of 
campaigns hinder citizens from vot- 
ing. They do not inform citizen, they 
leave their minds in a state of confu- 
sion. 

It is not that citizens do not want 
to exercise their basic rights and vote. 
Many citizens are confused because 
politicians choose to ramble rather 
than explain all the facts. 

Unless you have a Ph.d in polit- 


ical science you are pretty much, 


doomed, since nowadays~ voting is 
like a fulltime job. © : 

Becoming educated on whom to 
vote for requires significant hours of 
research. c 

Citizens don’t have that kind of 
time to devote towards research they 
don’t vote. 

Since, honestly what kind of 
person with a family and full-time 
job actually has the time to sit down 
and do hours upon hours of research 
to decide whom they should vote for? 

‘The information is out there, but 
it takes too much time and effort to 
find. 

‘It shouldn t be this way. With 
millions upon millions of dollars put 
into campaigns, they should inform 
citizens. 

“For those voters not closely 


following the elections, there are a lot 
of distractions: The baseball playoffs 
and the World Series, the NFL and 
the college football season,” Rollins 
said, “but I promise you the real 
rough and tumble is going to be on 
the political turf, and the outcome 
will have real consequences for us 
all.” 

As a citizen:and a new voter, 
whom doesn’t have a lot of experi- 
ence in the area, I want to know the 
facts. 

Some things, I do not want to 
know is that you can see Russia from 
your house or that you were pictured 
almost naked in Cosmopolitan 
almost a century ago. 

I also don’t need to know any- 
thing about your daughter’s love life 
or your own for that matter. 

Since 
absolutely nothing to do with the 
election. The things voters such as 
myself care about is whether politi- 
cians can do a’great job serving citi- 
zens in office. 

“This election is about more than 
just jobs, mortgages and adequate 
health care. All politics are moral, 
explained George Lakoff, a professor 
of linguistics at Berkeley in his 
online article titled “Why are so 
many people about to vote against 
their interests.” 

Lakoff went on to say, “All 
political leaders say to do what they 
propose because it is right. No politi- 
cal leaders say to do what they say 
because it is wrong. Morality is 


these things have. 


soda! 


a grain of sand on the beach of ero- 
sion. 

I propose the following: If the 
city officials really want to help with 
the obesity epidemic, why not man- 
date state employees to exercise daily 
during work hours? 3 

The Chinese have been doing 
it for years. As stated from an 
NBC World blog Yu Junsheng, 
vice-chairman of the Beijing 
Federation of Trade Unions stat- 
ed in the China Daily that the 
Trade Union is thinking of adopt- 
ing a compulsory for all state- 
owned enterprises to do on the 
job calisthenics twice a day by 
2011. 

In addition, 70 percent of civil 
servants and at least 60 percent of all 
employees in Beijing will be expect- 
ed to practice the daily exercises. 

So let’s implement something 
that will actually increase the health 
of our state workers. ; 

Teach people about healthy 
choices don’t just take the bad ones 
away. 
Like the Chinese proverb, Give a 
man a fish, he eats for a day. Teach a 
man to fish, he eats for a lifetime. 

Lastly, I nominate Mayor 
Menino (who by the way stated that 
he kicked the soda habit last year) 
leading the way every morning with 
a good old fashioned set of jumping - 
jacks and sit ups. 

Now, that would be something 
that I would like to see. 


issues 


behind everything in politics.” 

If politicians wants more peo- 
ple to start voting they need to tell us 
how their plans and policies are 
going to benefit us. Instead of telling 
me why you are against healthcare, 
politicians should tell me why it 
would benefit me. They need to state 
exactly why their opposition of fund- 
ing higher education is good. 

“Tt is morality, not just the right 
policy, that excites voters, that moves 
them to action that creates move- 
ment. Legislative action must come 
from a moral center,’ Lakoff said. 

Politicians need to fully explain 
everything they are planning to do. 
As Lakoff stated elections are about 
morality and providing more oppor- 
tunities for.a stronger community. 

However, some good news is 
that more and more citizens are 
beginning to vote, possibly because 
they want change. 

During the -2008 presidential 
elections 61.8 percent of eligible vot- 
ers cast ballots, which equates to 54 
percent of the population voting. 

This was the highest rate of vot- 
ers to participate in a presidential 
election since 1968. 

With that aside hopefully the 
future candidates start putting more 
thought, into their campaigns and 
start educating voters more on their 
policies. : 

Until then more people are 
going to need to designate an signifi- 
cant amount of time towards learning 
about candidates. 
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A look at life after Commencement 


A look at where 
NECC graduates go 
after graduating 


By REBECCA McCBRIEN 
Correspondent 


There is great excitement on 
campus when May comes around, the 
thrill of Commencement is all 
around. Some of the students and 
familiar faces you see around will be 
leaving, going on to different places 
and hopefully better things. But 
where? 

A great number of Northern 
Essex students choose to continue 
their education, in fact 61 percent of 
the 2009 NECC graduating class, 
reportedly furthered their education 
by transferring to four-year colleges. 

Many NECC students are 
involved in career-paving majors, 
allowing them to enter into the work 
force right out of community college. 

Almost 12 percent of 2009 grad- 
uating students are now gainfully 
employed in the medical field, thanks 
to the degrees they received at 
NECC. 

Talking to one of our alumni was 
eye-opening, for it shows how much 
of a saving gracethis school can be. 

“T had to leave the University of 
Missouri after one year, because of 


financial and personal reasons, and 
when I finally got around to going 
back to school, I found that my cred- 
its weren't really worth anything, 
because well, I had failed, big time,” 
says Steph Day, a NECC graduate. 
“T realized then that I really had 
to buckle-down if I wanted to have 
the career filled life that I had always 
envision myself having. It was diffi- 
cult getting back into the swing of 
things, but I found out quickly that 
this was something I really wanted 
and I worked hard for it. Now I have 
completed the RN program, and I 
have my ultimate dream job, an 
apartment, a beautiful little boy, all of 
which were things that were so 
unreachable just a few years ago.” 


Yet for every success story there ° 


is one that doesn't seem to have such 
a happy ending. 

Standing at McDonald's there are 
4 familiar faces that are recognized as 
NECC students, with their talk of 
classes and teacher. 

Ali Salter. a cashier at 
McDonald's, graduated from high 
school in, 2007, and went right into 
NECC with no clue as to what she 
wanted to do with her life. 

“Hey, society needs people who 
serve, and if it means that I am one of 
many that help society function then 
so be it. I was not made to be a doc- 
tor, or an engineer, and if everyone 
was then society would go downhill 
fast. I mean, sure I don't want to be 
here forever, I will figure something 


New secular 
club takes root 


Members seek to 
question religion 
objectively 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
Correspondent 


Students Thomas Shamma and 
Daniel Potocki are in the process of 
founding the first secular club at 
NECC. 

The premise of the club is set 
around the idea of having a discus- 
sion about religion while also provid- 
ing a place for non-theists to express 
their beliefs. 

“T'd like to challenge the taboo 
nature of talking about or questioning 
religion,” says Potocki. 

“Society tells us to back off and 
simply except that faith and religion 
are not open to challenge and ques- 
tioning, that it's impolite to make 
someone defend religious values. I'm 
completely against this.” 

As for what the group's specific 
plans, it's up in the air at this point. 


“What the club does is up to the . 


members. It's meant to cater to the 
needs of the secular of NECC.” 

In 2007, The Pew Forum on 
Religion and Public Life found that 
78.4 percent of Americans are 
Christian. 16.1 percent surveyed were 
“unaffiliated, which means, “atheist, 
agnostic, or nothing in particular.” 

“I want to dissolve the myth that 
atheists are evil, or don't have a moral 
compass,” Shamma says. 

Shamma, who is an atheist, says 
that because of his faith, or lack 
thereof, depending how one looks at 
it, says that some discrimination has 
happened. A pressure is put on athe- 


ists. Because the number of non-the- 
ists is so small in comparison to the 
Christian population, Shamma says 
that he has to do well in order to put 
a good face on atheists. 

“I feel I have less leeway to 
screw-up because I feel I don't just 
represent myself. I represent athe- 
ists.” 

Pressure is also put on people, 
Shamma continued, to be religious. 

“No one asks. People are 
assumed to be religious in America 
by default.” 

The club founders also want to 
promote the separation of church and 
state, the Thomas Jefferson coined 
phrase advocating the First 
Amendment's “no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibit- 
ing the free exercise thereof.” 

Their plans on how to promote 
that idea are up to the members com- 
pletely. 

English professor Thomas 
Greene, the club's sponsor, said, “As 
a scholar and teacher in the humani- 
ties, I believe it's important for people 
to think for themselves as much as 
possible, regardless of what they 
actually decide to do or believe in the 
end. 

‘ In order to think for themselves, 
people need the best information 
available, especially when it comes to 
religion, which has so much effect on 
so many aspects of our lives.” 

While the club is for the discus- 
sion of faith,it has no intention of sin- 
gling out any one religion or to be 
outspoken against anyone's faith. 

The club, still in the process of 
establishing itself as an official 
organization with NECC, is open to 
all faiths and all who want to tearn 
about secular ideas. 


_ MCT campus photo 


Will you continue on. to a four-year school to eventually land a successful see or 
just take your associates degree and emerge into the real world? 


maybe more fulfilling out, but for 
now, this and going to school, that is 
all I need.” 

Over all those looking at the sta- 
tistics from the Office of Institutional 
Research and Planning, which are on 
the NECC website, it is clear that the 
majority of NECC graduates found a 
pocket of success. 

~ Out of the 2009 graduates, 94 
percent of alumni responses have 
found “positive placement,” with 
median salary of $28,800. 

There are a huge number of stu- 
dents who transfer on to four-year 
schools, 14 percent of the 2009 grad- 


uating class, transferred to UMASS 
Lowell, while other students trans- 


ferred to Salem State, UMASS 


Boston and Amherst and Fitchburg 
State. 
According to our Academic 


Support Services, there are many - 


beneficial reasons to completing 
one’s associates degree while here at 
NECC. 

One of the top four reasons helps 
explain the number of transfer stu- 
dents, for if as student you keep your 
grades up to a 3.0 GPA, “you will be 
eligible for the Joint Admissions 


Program or Mass Transfer with Mass 


State Colleges and Universities, 
which can save you a 1/3 off tuition.” 
There is. varied success in this 


world, and that is not different with 


the students and alumni of NECC. __ 

It is amazing to see the collage of _ 
different people that make up the stu-— 
dent body at NECC, and interesting 
to see where these people go. 

Of course there are those few 
huge success stories, of self-made 
CEOs or company presidents, but the - 
tools that NECC supplies students — 
are relevant no matter where you go 
after Deel 


Just 2'4 hours from Northern 
Essex Community College is a 
student-oriented university —- 
devoted to academic excellence 
and a strong sense of community. E rack 
Our majors include nationally 

ranked programs in arts and 

_ sciences, business, health sciences 

and communications. And we're 
committed to-using the credits 

you've already earned. Visit 
www.quinnipiac.edu to see 

why Quinnipiac is your next 

step toward a bachelor’s degree 

and the career you want. , 


FALL OPEN HOUSE DATES 
Sept. 25, Oct. 16 and Nov. 13 


i 
| 
! 
I 


| 
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Many youth ill- 
informed about this 
controversial policy 


By ANGEL VAZQUEZ 
Correspondent 


Many people have never even 


- heard of the military policy "DADT" 


until now. The "Don't Ask Don't Tell" 

policy has been established since 

1993 and enforces the discharge of 
_gay or lesbian soldiers. 

This policy has been explained 
as a way of making our soldiers feel 
comfortable as they fight for our 
country, and to help reduce violence. 
Some feel it is a pitiful excuse to dis- 
charge those Americans. 

Afier some time many began to 
show how negative and degrading 
this policy is to a gay or lesbian citi- 
zen. Most recently, President Barack 
Obama stated in an open letter to the 
country, asking us to speak out about 


_ the policy and later promised to have 


it revoked. Many citizens have stated 
Obama is stalling since he has yet to 
* keep his word on the appealing of the 
policy. 

Since 1993 over 14, 000 soldiers 
have been discharged for their sexu- 
al orientation costing America mil- 
lions of dollars to train their replace- 


ments. "I don’t see how the sexual 
orientation of the person fighting for 
your freedom, has anything to do 
with their ability to perform as a sol- 
dier in the uniformed services,” stat- 
ed Ashley Felix a student at 
Emmanuel College. 

Felix also spoke about how 
“gays” and “lesbians” have fought 
for the names they have been called 
today “give them some credit!” 

Just like Ashley many believe 
this policy does more harm than 
good, and believe that instead of hav- 
ing a positive aspect the policy has 
just added towards our recent finan- 


_ Cial problems in this country. 


Politics is not what usually is in 
the head of our fellow peers, after 
speaking to a few students all were 
against such policy and some had 


_ never even heard of the policy. "I had 


no idea there was such a law, it goes 
to show you how much we know 
about what is going on around us" 
stated Karina Lopez a student from 
Northern Essex Community College. 

Politics is not always in the 
minds of our younger generation, but 
when you have a pop phenomenon as 
Lady Gaga speaking about her feel- 
ings against the infamous policy, 
attention was rapidly drawn towards 
Gaga. Lady Gaga has sold millions 
of records and is the pop star of our 
generation, making her the voice of 
our generation. On Sept. 16 Lady 
Gaga posted a video of herself stat- 


Scholarship cuts 


Boston University 
scholarship slashes 
tuition in half 

By ELIZABETH CURRAN 
Correspondent 


Boston University's Katherine 
Meyer visited NECC on Sept. 23 to 
talk about the Scholarship for 
Community College Graduates. This 
scholarship offers graduating stu- 


dents of NECC with a 3.0 or better . 


GPA half-price tuition at. their 
_ Metropolitan College. 

NECC is one of six community 
colleges in the area where students 
are able to apply for this particular 
scholarship. Other colleges include 
Bunker Hill Community College, 


.-Mass Bay Community College, | 


Middlesex Community College, 
Quinsigamond Community College 
and Roxbury Community College. 
Meyer said that as the years have 
gone by this scholarship has become 
competitive. BU only awards 25 of 


them and generally they receive 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled 
to inform students and staff about 
the incidents requiring assistance 
from Eagle Security on the Haverhill 
campus. 

This log covers incidents from 
Sept. 21- Oct. 4 


approximately 30 to 35 applications. 
The deadline to submit applications 
for fall 2011 is June 1, 2011, 

The Metropolitan College is 
located on the Charles River Campus 
of BU. The Scholarship for 
Community College Graduates cuts 
tuition in half for night classes on 
this campus and summer classes in 1 
of 15 different degree programs. 

Students must maintain a 3.0 
GPA through their semesters at BU 
to keep this scholarship. Students 
must stay part-time students of BU. 
This means you can only take three 
classes worth four credits each. 
Meyer advised that students can take 
classes during the day but they will 
not bé covered by the scholarship 
and they will be full-price classes. 

Very few NECC students attend- 
ed this seminar with Meyer. For stu- 
dents who are interested in this 
scholarship but did not make the 
meeting Meyer said “I encourage 
people to go to the open house.” 

BU's open house for the 
Metropolitan College on Nov. 6 at 10 
a.m. “Bring your transcripts with 
you” Meyer told us. She explained 


Weds. Sept. 22: 

Ambulance called for student 
having pains in Student Center 
12 p.m 

Abulance called for student 
having seizure in student center 
10:45 a.m. 

Car parts stolen from lot #4 
10:20a.m. 

Tues. Sept. 28: 

. Police called because of car 
accident in lot #6 10:30 a.m. 


ing her- thoughts 
against the policy, 
which has now gained; 
over 3 million views.” 
"Not only is the 
law unconstitutional 
but it's not even prop- 
erly or fairly enforced 
by the government," 
stated the singer about 
the policy. The singer 
also went. on to state 
the words of Senator 
Harry Reid, “Anyone 
who is willing to fight 
for this country should 
have the same civil, 
opportunity to do so as 
*anyone else." 
Lady Gaga went 
on to speak how the 
youth must be 
informed about what is 
going on around them,) 
in the video Gaga 
pleads for the senators 
to repeal the policy. 
“She’s ‘using her 
influence as a 
celebrity to influence 
decisions made to 
bring about the 
greater good, you can compare her to 
John Lennon in a political sense - 
extremely outspoken and involved," 
said Felix. Unfortunately, on 
Tuesday Sept 21, the law was not 
changed, disappointing many. 


tuiti 
that there will be staff from admis- 
sions that will be able to tell us what 
credits will transfer. There will also 


be staff from financial aid to answer 
any questions. 


: Correction: 


- ta the Sept. 2, issue 
of the NEC Observer, a 

mistake was made in the 
article, “Campus clubs 
merge in the Campus 
Life section on page 9. 

- Amnesty International 
and Students of a 
Democratic Society are 
not merging. They joined 
together for one meeting. 

_ Also, _ Amnesty 
International — was the 
largest student organiza- 
tion in the country during 
the ‘60's. 


Sat. Oct..2: 


Employee stuck in elevator 


in C-building 911 was called 
10:15 a.m. 

Mon. Oct. 4: 

Female student passed out in 
student center ambulance was 
called 11:35 a.m. 

Campus security would like to 
urge all students not to leave any 
valuables visible in their vehicles 
and to lock their doors at all 
times when parked on campus. 


A great portion, of America, 
mainly the youth, were unaware of 
such a policy but after a speech made 
famous from a well-known singer, 
many eyes are now opened. 

Many students believe we should 


- not give up yet. 


Lady Gaga draws attention to DADT 


MCTeanupis phiota 
Lady Gaga speaks in Portland, Maine. The singer has spoken out 
about her opposition to Don’t Ask Don’t Tell and urged its repeal. 


“The ‘community should come 
together and form a march or parade 
catch media’s attention and hopeful- 
ly start a movement," said Eduardo 
Ramos a student at Middlesex 
Community College. 


COG springs _ 
back into action 


NECC club ready 


_ for anew semester 


of outreach * 


By THOMAS SHANNA 
Correspondent 


The Northern Essex 
Community Outreach Group 
(COG), an organization which 
focuses on issues in the local 
community, met for the first 
time this year on Sept. 20. 

The opening. meeting was 
primarily administrative, deal- 
ing with the election of officers 
and what the members of COG 

‘hope to accomplish over the 
course of the semester. 

The election of officers went 
quickly, with all but one position 
having only one candidate. 

According to Meredith 
Gunning, the faculty advisor for 


COG, this semester's goals 
include "[cleaning up] _ the 
beach,. a Thanksgiving food 


drive, and a co-ordinated effort 
to raise funds for HIV/AIDS in 
the African continent." 

She also points out that 
COG will be holding bake 
sales throughout the semester 
for various causes, and a tal- 
ent show planned in conjunc- 
tion with the HIV/AIDS 
awareness day on Dec. 1. 

COG ran.a talent show 
last year to raise money for 
Haiti earthquake relief, and 
they're hoping to improve 
upon their past success by 
planning and organizing fur- 
ther in advance. 

Lathon Jones-Downing, A 
second-year member of COG, 


said that turn-out had 
improved this year, and 
talked about’ what he likes 
about COG: "...it seems like 


it has a great place in this 
college. I love how they're 
trying to reach out to the 
community, hoping’ they 
make a great difference." 


Read the Ghose: 
online: 


-WWW.NeCC. 


mass.edu/ 


- observer 
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Leveling the playing 
field for “technologi- 
cal learners” 


By MAryY ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Correspondent 


Easy access to computer technol- 
ogy in the twenty-first century gives 
rise to a brand new learning style for 
students. Pamela LaBella, Assistive 
Technology Specialist at the NECC 
Student Accommodations Center, 
was one of the speakers at the SAC 
Student Information Session on 
September 22nd. 

“Technological learners use com- 
puters, the Internet and high-tech 
equipment to keep interested, moti- 
vated and focused,” said LaBella. 
She first saw this new type of learn- 
ing style publicly recognized in an 
NECC publication, “How To Get 
Good Grades.” 

The SAC encourages students to 
become familiar with their personal 
style of learning. Previously, there 
were three to choose from, auditory, 
visual and kinesthetic, also called 
hands-on learning. 

SAC staff encourages their stu- 
* dents to use their personal learning 
style to create strong study habits. 
They also use this information, in 
part, to determine what types of 
accommodations would be most ben- 
eficial in helping the student achieve 


their degree. 

“We’re not here to give our stu- 
dents a leg up. We’re here to level the 
playing field for them,” said LaBella. 

The most often used assistive 
technology accommodations change 
each semester, depending upon stu- 
dent need. 

This semester the SAC will help 
students learn to use audio textbooks, 
text-to-speech software, voice recog- 
nition, digital recorders and 
spell/grammar checks. 

Some forms of assistive technol- 
ogy are available to all students on 
common operating _ software. 
Windows 7 has voice’ recognition; 
microphone, text-to-speech, magnifi- 
cation and an online keyboard built 
into their accessibility featurés.. 

Students who are technological 
learners can easily access this sup- 
port. Valerie Kozdra, a second year 
student at NECC says all her classes 
this semester are online classes, 
except one, which is a hybrid. She 
loves this type of learning. * 

She is getting her degree, and is 
almost never on campus. “It all 
depends on what you like,” said 
Kozdra. 

Marie McDonnell, director of the 
SAC, believes the access issue is an 


institutional obligation. Teaching - 


practices that reach all learning styles 
should be built into each class. 

Not only is it the law that NECC 
provide accommodations for students 
who qualify, incorporating varied and 


Campus Life 


Technology teaches| Upcoming | 


inclusive teaching styles that reach 
every learner is good for NECC and 
all its students. 

McDonnell said the SAC center 
is a resource not only for students 
who qualify for accommodations, but 
for NECC staff as well. 

“We are available as a resource 
and a partner,” McDonnell said. 

Sue Martin, associate director at 
the SAC, says a “universal design”, 
where common accommodations are 
built into classroom teaching, makes 
the curriculum more accessible for 
students who need accommodations 
and for those who do not. 

Audio textbooks can be found on 
the Internet. Extended time for test 
taking and options for essay writing 
support all students. 

Workshops are given each spring 
and fall for students who use the 
services of the SAC. 

The workshops target some spe- 


cific areas of need, and can be bene- 


ficial with any learning style. 

They can vary slightly from 
semester to semester. 

This fall they include; “What 
Makes a Successful College Student, 
Study Skills, Testing Strategies and 
Test Anxiety, Note Taking and 
Listening Skills, Time Management 
and Organizational Skills, Creative 
Ways to Manage Stress, Career 
Decision- Making for Individuals 
with Disabilities, and Job Seeking 
Skills for individuals — with 
Disabilities.” 


The online class trend 


Virtual education 
becoming a reality . 


By CHRISTINA PINCIARO 
Correspondent 


Colleges all across the country 
are now offering online classes. Since 
these new courses have become 
increasingly popular many schools 
are fighting for recognition in their 
internet-based programs. 

Advertisements are all over the 
internet and television trying to snag 
the new stream of students. 

There is a concern that eventual- 
ly this new way of learning will cause 
formal classroom teaching to become 
obsolete. 

“Online classes are useful, but it 
needs to remain a choice for students 
to take either an online class or a 
class on campus.” explained student 
Daniel Healey-Rose. 

These online classes are making 
it much easier for those who work or 
have other daytime obligations to 
receive a degree. 

Of course there is always the 
option of night classes which many 
people in those situations take advan- 
tage of. However, who wants to work 
all day and then spend all night in a 
classroom? 

NECC is one of many colleges to 
explore the use of these courses. 
Blackboard is NECC’s online loca- 
tion. It is used to access all of the stu- 
dents’ online classes. 

Each course is designed and 
maintained by the professor who con- 
ducts the class. There is a calender 


area where all the due dates for 
assignments are kept. 

There is also a discussion section 
to share assignments with classmates 


_ and receive feedback. 


One can even take quizzes and 
tests on blackboard. But what hap- 
pens to the personal contact and 
interaction? 

“Being physically present in a 
classroom helps me to listen to lec- 
tures and what other people have to 
say about them.” said student 
Alexandra Iannazzi. 

She uses the blackboard for her 
partially online writing courses. Even 
though she doesn’t like solely using 
the internet for learning Iannazzi 
said, “I really like how I am able to 
post my writing pieces online for 
other people to read and critique.” 

* Tannazzi also stated that even 
though these classes aren’t for her 
they are great learning tools for oth- 
ers. 

After speaking with several stu- 
dents on the subject I became aware 
of another reason why some prefer 
online courses. It isn’t necessarily 
because of convience but an easier 
way for some to participate. 

“I’m shy and being in front of 
people speaking makes me uncom- 
fortable.” said Emily Havey. 


Many students struggle with the 


anxiety of speaking aloud. and ‘shar- 
ing their thoughts with their peers. 
This offers an alternative for those 
who get poor grades because they 
find it difficult to speak up in class. 

Students, however, are not the 
only ones effected by these online 
classes. 

“I was totally opposed to online 


courses when they. first came up.” 
explained Terry Cargan, an English 
Professor at NECC, “However, I’ve 
become a fan.” : 

She went on to explain that for 
those who have the skills to take an 
online course it can be an amazing 
experience, but for those who are not 


_ equipped it can be a recipe for failure. 


Cargan even uses the internet to 
enhance the classes that are not des- 
ignated online courses. When asked 
if she thought that students get better 
grades online or in a classroom set- 
ting she said 

“The students who make it 


‘through an online class tend to be 


those who have strong time manage- 
ment skills, who are highly motivated 
and disciplined.” 

Online classes allow the teachers 
and students to interact on a more 
regular basis. 

It provides _ communication 
among peers outside of the classroom 
which can help when problems or 
questions arise. 

Blackboard provides a communi- 
ty type environment for those who 
choose to utilize the tools it offers. 

These courses are also environ- 
mentally friendly, because they use 
virtually no paper or ink. 

-Though they have many benefits 
for those who find that the face-to- 
face class time is unnecessary it 
could pose a problem for those who 
need that interaction. 

Leaving the option open for stu- 
dents could prove to be important for 
the learning process of many. Only 
the future will tell what will happen 
when it comes to the progress and 
change of virtual education. 


GSA events 


GSA to host series in 
honor of National 


Coming-Out Day 


By Horr M. Hunt 
Copy editor 


NECC's Gay Straight Alliance 
(GSA) is in an advantageous position 
this semester, having already kicked- 
off the semester with the first of 
many bake sales to come. Sept. 22 
the: GSA marketed their baked goods 
in the lobby of the Spurk Building, 
earning the club about $273. 

“The bake sale went wicked 
good,” reported Kyle Black, the pres- 
ident of the GSA, who explained that 
the bake sale earnings are earmarked 


for a dance that the GSA hopes to 


host this winter. This dance will not 
be limited to GSA members, but 
instead be a schoolwide event, tenta- 
tively planned for Dec. 3. The GSA 
will be holding bake sales approxi- 
mately every other week in order to 
fund this noble venture, with their 
next bake sale being held Oct. 6. 

In addition to planning and fund- 
ing such a large undertaking, the 


NECC Library 


- events this month 


GSA is also sponsoring a series of 
in honor of 
National Coming-Out Day (Oct. 11). 
The first event of this series will be 


conducted in collaboration with the ; 
Unitarian © 
q 


Haverhill Universalist 
Church. The event will be the screen- 


ing of the movie “For the Bible Tells — 


¥ 


4 


Me So” Oct. 7 at 6:30p.m. in TC-103. — 
Following the film, which is a docu- — 
mentary seeking to reconcile the gap — 
between biblical scripture and homo- — 


sexuality, there will be a discussion, ~ 


as well as some light refreshments. 
The second event the GSA will 


be hosting in honor of National — 


Coming-Out Day is a Faculty/Staff 


panel, where members of the NECC — 
faculty will share their personal — 


“coming-out” stories. This faculty 
panel is scheduled for Friday Oct. 8 
at noon in C-110. The following 
Friday, Oct. 15, the final event of the 
series will take place at noon in C- - 
110, where there will be a student to 


student discussion pertaining to — 


“coming-out.” For both the faculty, 


panel (Oct. 8) and the student discus- — 


sion (Oct. 15) free pizza is availabl 
to those in attendance. 3 


GSA meets every friday from 12- 


1p.m. in room 110. 


revamped — 


Library institutes 
changes to cater to 


students’ needs 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Correspondent 


The NECC library Has made 
some major changes and has even 
more in store for the future. Last year 
a survey was taken to see what stu- 
dents at NECC wanted to see in their 
library. The students asked for it and 
they got it. The library now features 
softer seating, more outlets for laptop 
plugs, and an entirely refurbished 
first floor. The first floor of the 
library has.a more open space for 
browsing around what interests you. 
On that floor are recent and popular 
books that students can check out. If 
studying is what is needed the library 
has a large amount of resources. The 
NECC library has over 75,000 books 
and over 20,000 electronic books. 
There are also 33,000 plus full text 
journals to be found on the 71 data- 
bases. All of these resources make 
studying at the library a breeze. The 
library also offers an extensive DVD 
collection that is growing every day. 
Unlike the local movie rental place, 
taking movies out from the library is 
free, as long as they are not taken out 
for too long. 

Not everyone has the time to go 
to the library. Some students have to 
work full-time jobs while also attend- 
ing school. There is something for 
these students at home as well. The 
NECC library has a great online data- 
base with a lot of features. The 
library director Linda Shea said, “Our 
goal is to connect with the students 


where the students are.” Students 


may not realize but the library’s web- - 


site has downloadable audio books. — 
The audio books can be downloaded ~ 
straight to a computer and can even — 
be put onto student’s MP3 players. — 
These audio books feature everything — 
from “1984” by George Orwell to — 


children’s books. The audio books 
also have a cool language section. 
There are audio books that can help 


students learn new languages or 


advance them in the languages they 
already know. All of these features 


can be found on the NECC library — 


page which is necc.mass.edu/library. 
The library has all of these new 
changes and is looking to continue 
these advances in the future. The 
NECC library is thinking of possibly 
adding a coffee bar. This will make 
the library a great place for quiet 
socialization while studying or relax- 


ing between classes. Linda Shea said, ~ 


“The goal is to be less of a traditional 
library and more of an information 
commons.” There is also another 
great addition to the library’s 
resources that will be coming very 
soon. The NECC library will soon be 
announcing a new campus resource 
called Films On Demand. Films On 


Demand will offer a collection of full — 


length and short video segments that 


: 
| 
. 


: 


faculty and students can access 24/7. — 


This curriculum-based video collec- 


tion can be added into power point — 


presentations and can be viewed right 


from the home. The best thing about | 


all of the library’s features is that they 
are all free. It is absolutely free to 
stop in and get a library card and start 
checking things out. If you need to 


contact the library you can do that - 
through text now. Text the NECC 


library at,978-709-1955 or just stop in 


between classes and check it out. 


A night of talent to remember 


NECC Choral and 
Music Club host 2nd 


Cabaret 


By CuHrRIs McMULLEN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 


Calling all NECC performers, 
_ student and staff alike, if you have a 
talent and want your five minutes in 
the spotlight, sign up for the NECC 
Choral and Music Club's’ Cabaret. 
Come on Thursday Oct. 21. and per- 
form or be amazed by the talents of 
those around you. 

The- event will be held in the 
Technology Center Conference room 
on the Haverhill Campus. Admission 
for both performers and attendees is 
only $5. 

The Cabaret is open to all forms 
of talent. Performers can sing, dance, 
do stand-up comedy, give poetry 
readings, or juggle. 

The last Cabaret was a hit with 
performances ranging from singing, 
piano performances, poetry, tap 
_ dancing, and even Chinese rap. 

Last semester's Cabaret was so 


Local Boston band 
revisits childhood 
with a metal twist 


By BENJAMIN LAYTON 
Correspondent 


They're the themes that many of 
us grew up with, or at least know in 
one way or another; whether we were 
fans of whatever it happened to be, or 
by hearing it every now and then and 
having it's melody stuck in your 
heard. Simpsons, « X-Men, 
Transformers, and Batman - all 
themes that a 90's, or even late 80's 
kid, could easily hum for you of the 
top of their head. 

But these versions are a bit 
more...metal. ; 

Powerglove, a local metal band 
from Boston named after the 
Nintendo controller, have set out to 
recreate some of our most beloved 
TV themes for their newest album 
entitled, "Saturday ~ Morning 
Apocalypse." 

"Saturday Morning Apocalypse" 
is the bands follow-up to their full- 
length debut, "Mortal Kombat For 
the Metal Man," and is not only an 
improvement in song structure and 
composition, but as well as recording 
quality and overall sound. 

The album opens with a now 


slightly less recognizable theme from ~ 


the FOX's "X-Men" cartoon, which 
encompasses bits of pieces of what 
the listener will hear for the next 45 
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much fun,” says Haverhill student 
Sam Jacobs,” I am really looking for- 
ward to see what kind of talents will 
come out for this one.” 


Students or faculty of both the. 


"Cabaret is just a great variety of 
student and faculty talent. It's really 
great to see them all," said NECC 
student M. Petersen 

Snacks and beverages will be 


Cabaret is just a great variety of student 
and faculty talent. It’s really great to see 


them all 


— M. Petersen 


Haverhill and Lawrence campus who 
would like to perform can e-mail 
Professor Alisa Bucchiere at abuc- 
chiere@necc.mass.edu. 

Be sure to include a description 
of your act, your name, phone num- 
ber, e-mail address, and if you will 
need an accompanist. A piano will be 
available for those who want to play 
or want an accompaniment, anyone 
who would like to bring an audio 
track or extra equipment will need to 
ask Bucchiere to make sure every- 
thing will run smoothly and there is 
enough time and space for set up. 


minutes. Thick, in-your-face, rhythm 
guitars?- Check. Guitar solos so 
ridiculous that they may or may not 
make you-deaf? Check. Bass grooves 
at just the right moments? It's got 
them. Drums that you can't help but 
try to tap your feet along to? Add 


provided and all proceeds will go to 
fund trips and necessities like sheet 
music for the Choral and Music Club. 
Most snacks are homemade by the 
club members or: kindly purchased 
and donated. 

Also be sure to keep an ear out 
for other choir events such as the fall 
choir performances. _ 

So come one, come all, sing, 
dance, applaud, and enjoy a night of 
talent like never before. 

Experience the talent of your 
friends, peers, and maybe even teach- 
ers at this years Cabaret. 


thing that when done right will work 
for you, but if done wrong, can turn 
against you. 

Love the Inspector Gadget theme 
song? Great, it's a quirky theme that 
many others loved when they were 
kids, and it was just the right time. 


SSS 


Powerglove have set out to recreate 
some of our most beloved TV themes 
for their newest album _ entitled, 
"Saturday Morning Apocalypse." 


another mark to the checklist. 

Metal fans will most likely find 
this to be a success in terms of being 
just that - metal. : 

While it veers away from the 
videogame aspect the band is known 
for, it stills stay true to their roots of 
being metal-nerds and changes it's 
media outlet. 

Nothing says "metal-nerd" like 
putting power chords .behind the 
Pokemon melody, or making a break- 
down to a song about Winnie the 
Pooh right? 

However, one thing worth not- 
ing, is the somewhat "rambling" feel 
that some of the songs take on. TV 
themes are short, sweet, and act as a 
minute or so opener. 

But when you have an entire 
album based around them, you're 
forced to add a bit more to spice them 
up and give them substance; some- 


But a four and a half minute version, 
that like an alright term paper, only 
goes back to it's main point every 
now and then? Well, that's not quite 
as enjoyable. What about 
Transformers? Sure, it had a slightly 
darker feeling at times with it's robot- 
ic voice, but was still catchy. 

A five minute version of ar orig- 
inally thirty seconds theme? A little 


- bit different wouldn't you say? 


Powerglove achieved what they 
set out to do, which was create an 
album full of metal cartoon themes, 
and "Saturday Morning Apocalypse" 
does just that; but at times it can feel 
like a bit of a chore making it through 
some songs if you're unfamiliar with 
the original theme itself, ‘or it just 
needed that much extra to turn into an 
actual full-length song. 

If you're a fan of all things that 


remind you of your childhood, or are 


Courtesy Photo 


Haverhill Student Leonard Silverman performing 
“Mad World” at Cabaret Spring 2010 


Powerglove: Saturday morning 
cartoons meet metal 


Powerglove’s first CD Metal Kombat For The Mortal 


Man adds a metal twist to loved videogame music 


looking for something a bit different 
in the current world of metal, 


Powerglove may be up your alley if 
not necessarily for this album alone. 


Page1o NECC Observer 


Oct. 6, 2010 


A first time audition 
doesn t go as planned 


By Davip LUNN 
Correspondent 


When I attended the audition for 
NECC's fall production of “The 25th 
Annual Putnam Spelling Bee” I had 
three goals in mind: to dance like 
Fred Astaire, sing like Pavarotti, and 
act like Marlon Brando. I had never 
been in a musical before. 

' The audition began with every- 
one marching in a circle on stage 
while the show's producer, Susan 
Sanders, yelled instructions, 
“Green!.. Orange!” We then had to 
“act” like the colors. Green reminded 
me of the Green Party, so I pranced 
about like I was morally superior to 
everyone else, while saddened that I 
would never achieve real political 
power. Orange made me think of a 
pumpkin, which made me think of 
pumpkin pie, which made me think 
of whipped cream, which made me 
hungry, at which point I Me 
walked off the stage. 

The next exercise involved two 
actors meeting face to face and 
insulting each other's appearance. 
When my turn came, my. opponent 
said with a smile, “Nice shoes. Are 
you going bowling later?” I resisted 
the urge to defend my American 
Eagles. and gave her my best retort, 
“Nice blouse. You've clearly seen the 
softer side of Sears.” Unfortunately, I 
spoke while people were still laugh- 
ing at her line. Acting is all about 
timing, particularly stage acting 
when the audience is a factor. Brando 
would not have approved, especially 


if he knew that I'd stolen my line 
from a “Buffy the Vampire Slayer” 
episode. 


_ I shook it off and prepared for the 
singing try-out, declining the oppor- 
tunity to go first. While waiting I 
proudly divulged to the girl next to 
me that I had spent weeks practicing 
karaoke on YouTube in order to 
Goldilocks my way to the perfect 
song: “Earth Angel” wasn't difficult 


thrilled. She then instructed me to me 
to sing it again, only much louder, 
projecting all the way to the back 
row. She could have warned me that 
as my volume increased so would the 
level of difficulty. My second attempt 
went instantly wrong and I never 
recovered. I couldn't find the right 
key. My voice kept breaking, 
Luciano Pavarotti, the great Italian 
tenor, never had that problem. He 
performed accompanied by full sym- 


“Life is a cabaret, my friends; you have 
to compete, or you aren't of any interest 


to anyone else.” 


~ Michael Shurtleff 


enough. “In the Still of the Night” 
was too difficult. But “Stand By Me” 
was just right. She hadn't even 
brought a song. Someone suggested 
she sing Happy Birthday. I silently 
cackled. Nothing makes you look 
better at an audition than the person 
next to you performing poorly. My 
inner laughter stopped when she belt- 
ed out a rendition of Happy Birthday 
that would have made Whitney 
Houston envious. I now had to follow 
that. I should have gone first. 

I asked the Musical Director, 
Alisa Bucchiere; for any last second 
tips. “Diction,” she answered. I nod- 
ded my appreciation, having no idea 
what diction meant. “Sell the song,” 
she continued. “Make it believable. 
Take the audience with you.” I took a 
deep breath as she impressively 
manipulated the grand piano, and 
then I began. “When the night...” 
Amazingly, it went well. I was 


Britney/ 
Brittany 


A GLEEful —— 
Celebration of 
Britney 


By MATTHEW RAND 
Correspondent 


To say that FOX's Glee is a “hit 
television show” would be a gross 
understatement. It's a full-fledged 
phenomenon. Since its premiere in 
May of 2009, Glee has averaged a 
viewership 6f 10 million per week, 
received 19 Emmy nominations, been 
showered with praise from major 
publications like The New York 
Times, and. the music has sold 
upwards of 7 million in digital sales 
alone. 

To say that Britney Spears is: a 
“hit recording artist” would also be a 
laughably gross understatement. 
Spears has sold a combined 32 mil- 
lion albums, making her the 15th 
biggest-selling recording artist of all 
time. 


So when you pair up two of the - 


biggest titans in pop culture today in 


an hour-long episode of TV, that's just 
an instant recipe for success, right? 
Well, according to the. 13 million peo- 
ple who tuned in to Glee Sept. 28, 
yes. ! 

Racking in the highest ratings for 
Glee ever, the - aptly titled 
“Britney/Brittany” acted as a proper 
introduction to the character. of 
Brittany S. Pierce, the dim-witted 
cheerleader who's always a prime 
specimen for the writers to sneak in 
hysterically off-kilter lines. 

While hardcore fans of both Glee 
and Spears expressed their adoration 
for the episode on public forums such 
as Twitter, 

Entertainment Weekly's Margaret 
Lyons had some opposing words to 
say-of the tribute: “The numbers just 
didn't advance, explore, or heighten 
the story lines.” 

Lyons has got a point: while the 
act of cherished characters recreating 
cherished music videos can tickle the 
fancy of fans for a certain period of 
time, is it possible to sustain an entire 


series with said recreations trumping - 


a progression of plot? Catch Glee on 
FOX, TUE 8/7c 


phonies in packed 7,000 seat opera 
houses with no microphone. Just 
thinking about it makes my asthma 
act up. 

I was determined to mucoeed as 
we moved on to dancing. Our chore- 
ographer, Jamie MacDonald, assured 
us before we began, “You all have 
thythm. Everybody does.” I was 
about to ask if it was possible that my 
rhythm hadn't descended yet when 
another student offered me this 
advice, “Go slow while you're learn- 
ing and don't try to impress.” No 
problem there, I thought. “Don't be 
choppy,” she added. “Make sure it all 
flows.” I thanked her by inadvertent- 
ly stepping on her foot. 

I was getting nervous. For inspi- 


ration I pictured Fred Astaire tap. 


dancing in white spats while Ginger 
Rogers somehow matched his every 
step (in heels!); they made it look so 
light, so effortless, so fun. Jamie 


began by leading us through some 
basic steps. “Heel, toe, heel. Cross, 
step, plant.” I managed to keep pace. 
So far so good. “You all know how to 
cha-cha, right?” she asked. Everyone 
nodded, like knowing how to cha-cha 
was right up there with walking and 
breathing. I confessed that, to my 
shame, I did not. She showed me the 
steps then began again from the top. 
“Five, “six; seven, -eight:.. = 
Everything was going fairly smooth- 
ly until I stumbled over the cha-cha, 
not once, but three times! In the 
midst of my frustration Susan gave 
me some positive reinforcement by 
laughing at me. The show's director, 
John Budzyna, then ended my audi- 


MCT Campus photo 
tion with these. hopeful: words: “You 
can leave now, David.” 

With my first musical audition 


over I was forced to face the glum 


reality that I had not learned to sing 
like Pavarotti, or dance like Fred ~ 
Astaire, nor act like Marlon Brando. 
Perhaps I had set the ceiling a little 
too high. Oh well. An audition is a lot 
like life. Sometimes you know you're 
going to fall flat on your face, but 
you're still better off trying. As 
Broadway casting director Michael 
Shurtleff once quipped, “Life is a 
cabaret, my friends; you have to 
compete, or you aren't of any interest 
to anyone else.” 


Sport & Fitness Center. 


Open House. 


Wednesday, October 6 tam- 1pm 
Catch the Spirit of Student Life at NECC 


Come check out the NECC Sport & Fitness Cente eke 


on the Haverhill Campus, and the departments locatd ‘ 


Ww ithin: 


Student Engagement Gis re ther & Recreation, 
Wellness & Fitness Ctr. 


* Complimentary snacks provided 


°* Tours of the facility - 


* A chance to meet with students and staff , 


+ Free gifts & free drawings 


This event is sponsored by Student Life, Division of Enrollment Management 


& Student Services 


To request a sign language interpreter, please contact 978/556-3897 V/TTY 


Concert makes a 
statement for justice 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features editor 


Two children are sold into slav- 
| ery every minute as a part of human 
trafficking, the second largest grow- 
ing criminal industry in the world 
that generates billions of dollars in 
revenue every year. 

Coming together to change the 
future of these statistics are bands 
playing in the fourth annual 
Rocktoberfest in Auburn, N.H., Oct. 
15, in a true expression of love to 
contend with these atrocities and 
raise a shout against in justice. 

“Human trafficking is one of the 
most vile travesties in our modern 
times, and no one seems to know 

~ anything about it” said John Prince, 
the individual who first planned the 
event in 2006. “Rocktoberfest is a 


soapbox from which to raise a siren’ 


and loud voice that serves as an advo- 
cate to those who can't speak for 
themselves.” 

The event promotes and forwards 
all proceeds to Lovel 46, an organiza- 
tion fighting child sex trafficking 
(Lovel46.org) through awareness, 
advocacy and restoration projects in 
Asia. es ; 

The organization began after a 
trip to South East Asia in 2002. Co- 
founder Rob Morris of an undercover 
investigation in which his group was 
forced to pose as potential customers 
in a brothel. ¥e a 

“We found ourselves standing in 
a room looking at glass windows at 
little girls with red dresses on, being 
sold as commodities.....We were 
standing shoulder to shoulder with 
these men who were purchasing 


these girls, these children, by num- 


ber. These girls had even the dignity 5 


of a name stripped from them” he 
said. , 

“One of the most disturbing 
things that night was the look in these 
children's eyes. There was no life left 
there. But, I remember, there was this 
one girl, and... there was still a fight 
left in her eyes.... I don't know her 
name, I'll never know her name, but 
I'll never forget her number: her num- 
ber was 146.” 

This one girl has become the 
inspiration behind the Lovel46 
organization. 

They define love inseparably 
with justice saying on their website 
“We believe love to be the foundation 
of real, sustainable change. Martin 


Luther King Jr. said, ‘Justice at its - 


best is love correcting everything that 
stands against love.' We hold that to 
be true” - 

They live up to this through 
global advocacy and active restora- 
tion projects in Asia, in addition to 


is active in advocacy work with jus- 
tice organizations. The band has part- 
nered with Lovel46, using their 


music as a platform to raise aware- 


ness. 

“Music is the universal lan- 
guage... and we view that as our 
weapon to fight this.” 

Elder says the band first learned 


.of human trafficking and child sex 


slavery through an international 
organization called International 
Justice Mission. 

“We were just blown away” he 
said. “I found myself crying out to 
God like 'where is their big brother?’ 
and then I realized I am. I have been 
given a platform...” 

“Tt makes you furious, the ques- 
tion is, what are you going to do with 
your anger?” 

His response is to ask the ques- 
tion “what have I been blessed 
with?” and use that as a venue for 
change. For The Wrecking, music is 
the way they live out this mission. 

“1 don't know how to separate the 


Nothing has as beautiful aroma as,the 
truth... even if it's hard to hear 


— Darren Elder, from The Wrecking 


awareness efforts in the U.S. that 
compell local activists to get 
involved through events like 


Rocktoberfest, raising awareness of 
_ child sex slavery through the organi- 


zation. 
Darren Elder is the drummer for 
The Wrecking, a Christian band that 


two, music is our voice for activism” 

Lead vocalist Doug Elder often 
says “nothing stinks like a fake” and 
their pursuit for truth continues to 
fuel them as a band. 

“Nothing is as beautiful aroma 
as the truth... even if it's hard to hear. 
Hopefully we are digging deep for 
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The Wrecking, from Portland, Maine (from left) Darren 
Elder, Doug Elder, Joe McCann and Karl Anderson 


the truth and living out our faith” he 
said. 

The Wrecking will be headlining 
Rocktoberfest and playing with plen- 
ty of local talent, as well as Bobby 
Bishop, a rapper from Boston. 

Matt Lindstrom and the Car 
Port Lights and Kaelum Way will 
kick off the show. Then Bobby 


Bishop will perform, followed by . 


Prince John, co-planner Prince's 
band and The Wrecking will 
close out the evening. 

There is also an acoustic stage at 
the event, as well as biking demon- 
strations and-other entertainment. 
Local vendors have also supplied the 
event with prize giveaways, includ- 
ing restaurant and movie gift certifi- 
cates, sunglasses and more. 

“It's a great night of music. and 
fun, and the profit ticket sales and 


food go to Lovel46” Prince said. 

Prince first organized the event in 
2006, with friend Abby Woodman. 
The two have since planned the show 
for four consecutive years. 

They say this year’s show is 
ramped up with more posters, press 
and volunteers than ever, in addition 
to a donor who covered the event's 
printing costs. 

“TIt] keeps getting better and bet- 
ter,’ Woodman said. 

The show will take place at 45 
Myles Driver, Auburn, N.H. Doors 
open at four and the show will begin 
at 5 p.m. 

Readers interested in making a 
statement for the cause can find more 
information regarding the event can 
be found on the “Rocktoberfest” 
Facebook event page. 


Returning student inspires many 


NECC graduate 
moves on to excep- 
tional things 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief _ 


NECC graduate, David Coman- 
Hidy, recently returned to ‘the 
Haverhill campus to speak to the 
Contemporary Affairs club about his 
time on Debbie Silberstein's state 

senate campaign. oe 
Lathon Jones-Downing, presi- 
dent of the Contemporary affairs club 
said, “David is a pleasure to know. I 
have always had a real respect for 
‘him. His political intellect and dedi- 


cation to the cause has truly been 


grounds for adoration.” 

Jones-Downing continued on 
about Coman-Hidy, “He’s one of 
those people that you keep with you 
for a while.” : 

When Katie Yameen, vice presi- 
dent ‘of the Contemporary Affairs 
club was asked- what she thought, she 
replied, “We were very lucky to have 
David lecture about political cam- 
paigning. I had the chance to talk 
with some students from our club 
after his presentation and they felt 
like he covered and thoroughly edu- 

. cated everyone on how the system 


works.” 

She continued with, “As for 
myself I left with a broad understand- 
ing of the nuts and bolts of a political 
campaign. I think it’s important to 
know how the system works, whether 
you want to be involved or not.” 

He attended NECC from 2005 to 
2007, which were his junior and sen- 
ior years in high school. He graduat- 
ed with an associate's degree in gen- 
eral studies. He then transferred to 
Emerson College in Boston. There he 
majored in Political Communication 
with a minor in philosophy. 

While at NECC he became close 
with many of his professors one of 
them, Meredith Gunning, spoke very 
highly of Coman-Hidy, “When I first 
met David Coman-Hidy I though that 
he would find the college environ- 
ment particularly challenging, since 
he looked so young in my class. I 
quickly found that he was mature 
beyond his years, and brought a 
wealth of commonsense to each of 
my classes.” 

Coman-Hidy. was the only full 
time staff member on Debbie 
Silberstein's campaign. She was run- 
ning against state representative, 
Barry Finegold and Jack Wilson. His 
duties while running Silberstein's 
field operation were: phone banking, 
door-to-door canvassing, sign hold- 
ing visibilities, setting up house par- 
ties, and following her to other 


campaign manager, 


events. 

For 12 days he acted as interim 
which then 
added on more tasks to the already 
long list above. A couple of tasks 


added on were: communication with ° 


the press and debate prep for the can- 
didate. “Essentially everything, as I 
was the only full-time.staff member.” 
Coman-Hidy said about his responsi- 
bilittes acting as campaign manager. 
When. asked -if he was planning 
on becoming involved in any other 
political campaigns anytime soon he 


-_ replied, “I am hoping to work in the 


non-profit sector for a while. | am 
interested in the campaigns run by 
interest groups, though, so I would 
like to try my hand on that side of 
things. Targeting consumers instead 
of voters sounds fun.” 

He is a collective member of the 
Lucy Parsons Center located in 
Boston. That is an all volunteer run, 
non-profit bookstore that acts as a 
community center for radicals and 
progressives in Boston. 

He also recently joined the not- 
for-profit organization called the 
Humane League, which according to 
their website 
league.com, says “We strive to create 
a more compassionate world for ani- 
mals through education, campaigns 
and rescue.” 

Gunning said, “I was thrilled to 
hear the news that Dave had joined 


www.thehumane- 


the staff of the not-for-profit organi- 
zation, the Humane League, yet one 
more step by this caring young man 
to help maké the world a better place 
for all creatures.” 

When not busying himself with 
volunteer work, and running cam- 
paigns, Coman-Hidy enjoys cooking, 
and punk and metal music. “I love 
punk and metal music, so I spend 
much of my time and money going to 
shows.” ‘ 


photo by Linda Santos 
Contemporary Affairs club president Lathon Jones- 
Downing, guest speaker and NECC graduate David 
Coman-Hidy and vice president Katie Yameen. 


After hearing all the praise for 
Coman-Hidy it makes one want to go 
out and do something good for the 
community or at least get involved in 
something. 

Gunning summed up Coman- 
Hidy best by saying, “One would be 
well-advised to remember the name 


David Coman-Hidy. You are likely to 


hear much about him in the years 
ahead.” 


» 
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Aspiring student rapper| Students 
help out 


NECC student raps, 
produces and chases 


big dreams 


By HARMONIE JEAN 
Correspondent 


Nineteen-year-old Dargelis 
“Breezy Hernandez is a NECC 
Graphic Design major and up and 
coming hip-hop artist born and raised 
in Lawrence, MA. 

Music is Hernandez’s passion but 
he understands the importance of a 
college education. “You always got to 
have a plan B. I don't doubt my 
music, but I'm not saying I'm going to 
be an overnight celebrity either.” 

Hernandez’ started writing his 
own music at the age of 11. 

“T remember listening to 50 cent 
and thinking I want to do that” said 
Hernandez. F 

‘He began professionally record- 
ing his music when he was a sopho- 
more in high school. “Music is all I 
do. If I'm not working or in school, 
I'm in the studio” said Hernandez. 

Hernandez's music is. very versa- 
tile. He raps, sings and makes dance 
hall music. “I’m different than every- 
body, I don't just rap I do it all.” said 
Hernandez. 

Along with writing and record- 
ing his own music he has also written 
music for other local artist such as C- 


WHAT WILL 


YOU DO? 


No tourist photos allowed! 


Sharp and Ashlyn Pichardo of 
Lawrence. : 

Hernandez's stage name is 
Breezy which captures the essence of 
his easy going personality. “I'm just 
cool and down to earth. I'm Breezy! 
Trust me, when you meet me you’re 
going to like me,” said Hernandez. 

Hernandez recently finished 
recording all his tracks for his new 
mixtape “Breezmarica Airlines.” 
“Breezmarica Airlines” is about just 
being ‘fly, that's what inspired the 
title.” said Hernandez. 

The mixtape has no official 
release date yet, but will be released 
on line. “It’s not ready yet I want it to 


. be perfect before I release the whole 


mixtape.” said Hernandez. 

Hernandez has released a few of 
his new songs on his Facebook page 
which fans.can download for free. 
Hernandez says “I want people to 
know who I am through my music, 
from verse to verse.” 

NECC student Delia Cruz has 
been a fan of Hernandez music since 
she moved to Lawrence in 2008. “I 
first heard his music at a party and 
just fell in love with it” said Cruz. 
Cruz downloaded Hernandez new 
songs off his Facebook page and is 
anticipating the release of the whole 
mix tape. 

“Tt amazes me how someone can 
be so great at making two completely 
different genres of music” she said. 

Hernandez is a very talented indi- 


vidual. Aside from making music he 
alse shoots and edits his own music 
videos as well as other artists’. “I 
have always had an interest in graph- 
ic design and photography. I can use 
these skills as I pursue my music 
career.” said Hernandez. 

This is Hernandez’s first semester 
at NECC. The college has a large stu- 
dent body and is a perfect place to 
recruit new fans. Hernandez says 
“T'm still meeting people, but I would 
like to get my name and music heard 
around the college.” 

Like most up and coming artists 
he takes advantage of free media out- 
lets such as Twitter and Facebook to 
gain exposure. “I promote my own 
music,’ says Hernandez who believes 
it is important to take advantage of 
free advertising. 

Hernandez's goal is to be signed 
with a record label by the age of 21. 
Over the summer he took a trip to 
Georgia to meet with representatives 
from Block Entertainment. “I'm get- 
ting close! Hard work pays off and 
I'm just being patient.” 

There is no question Hernandez’s 
talent and hard work will lead to a 
successful future. The NECC com- 
munity is privileged to have such a 
talented student on campus. 

If you’re interested in learning 
more about Breezy and his music you 
can friend request him on Facebook 
(Breezy Hernandez) or follow him on 
Twitter (itsyaboybreezy). : 


Professor Crivaro 
praises students for 
volunteering. 


Professor Cynthia Crivaro said: 
“On Saturday, Oct. 2, 22 NECC stu- 
dents, accompanied by Professors 
Linda Desjardins and myself, spent 
the day volunteering at the John 
Greenleaf Whittier Birthplace in 
Haverhill. 


Volunteers, wearing tee shirts 
that read "Serving our commmunity 
by preserving its history" helped the 
sole caretaker of the property, Glen 
Hamilton, by painting, raking, 


removing brush to expose a stone 
wall, clearing the grave site, cleaning 
out the cow barn and doing general 
cleanup. ; ; 

"Thanks for a full day of hard 
work” 


The group of students who took a day out of their 
weekend to clean up the John Greenleaf Whittier — 


Birthplace. 


~bdAAd. 
y USNEWS | 
America’s 


Courtesy Photo _ 


It’s one of the rules from Jill’s 
travelblogging experience in 
Ireland, where a fellow student 
snapped this shot of her. 
During 12 days touring Dublin 
and the surrounding area, Jill 
and her classmates captured 
their experiences in words and 
photos before converting them 
into travelblogs. Interested? 
Check out their blogs at 
travelbloggingireland.blogspot. 
com. They captured their ah-ha 
moments. What will you do? 


WWW.rwu.edu 


University 


Learning to Bridge the World 


Jill 

Class of 2007 
Visual Arts and 
Communications 


One Old Ferry Road * Bristol, RI 02809 
(800)458-7144 * (401)254-3500 


DISCOVER YOURSELF 


admit@rwu.edu 


‘Teams begin prep for 
‘the World Series. 


By TOM BUTTNER 
Sports Editor 


- As October begins, the 2010 
Major League Baseball playoffs 
begin. Even.though the Boston Red 
Sox are not in the playoffs, it is cer- 
tainly going to be an entertaining 
playoffs. : 

Where 22 teams failed, six teams 
have succeeded. These six teams 
will strive for their ultimate goal of 
winning the World Series. 

_ Since the National League won 
this year’s All-Star game back in 
July, they will have home field 
-advantage in the World Series for the 
first time since 1996. While the New 
York Yankees and the Philadelphia 
Phillies look to be the first teams 
since 1978 to have both teams return 
to the World Series. | 

. In the first divisional series the 
‘American League East champions 
Tampa Bay Rays go up against the 
West champions Texas Rangers. The 
Rays have home-field advantage 
throughout the playoffs, until the 


Better 


Sox's season looking 
grim, but next year 5 
prospects looking good 
By JiMMY PANGBURN | 
Correspondent 


_ The chances of the Red Sox mak- 
ing the playoffs gets slimmer every- 
day however the struggles can bene- 
fit the Sox next season and for sea- 
sons to come if they start showing off 


their minor league talent. 


Superstars like Dustin Pedroia, 
Kevin Youkilis, Mike Cameron and 


_ Jacoby Ellsbury have all missed sig- 


nificant amounts of time but minor 
league replacements have come 
through to the best of their ability. 
Minor leaguers like Lars 
Anderson, Ryan Kalish, Daniel 
Nava, Josh Reddick, Felix Doubront, 
and Jed Lowerie can all be used for 


trades during the off-season. These © 
_ minor leaguers have been making top 


notch defensive plays such as Ryan 
Kalish when he was playing center- 


_ field in place of Jacoby Ellsbury 


against Tampa Bay and he made a 
stunning summersault catch. 
The Minor leaguers have also 


_ been hitting, and hitting in the clutch. 


Daniel Nava hit a grand slam in his 


~ major league debut during his first at 


bat and it was the first pitch he saw. 
These are all great stories, but what 
happens next year when the all stars 
come back? 

The Red Sox should dangle these 
young stars for some power bats 
especially if you want to contend 
with the Rays and Yankees whose 
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World Series, and will host the 
Rangers Wednesday Oct. 6, around: 
1:30 pm EST. Rays ace David Price, 
19-6 with a 2.72 ERA in 2010,, will 
face-off against Rangers ace Cliff 
Lee, 12-9 with a ERA of 3.18 in 
2010. y 

The Rangers, who won their first 
diviston since 1999, look to prove 
that they can contend with the 
favored Rays, who won their second 
division in three years. 

The other American League 
match up is between the Central 
Champions Minnesota Twins against 


the Wild Card winners New York | 


Yankees. 

Their first game will be on 
Wednesday Oct. 6, around 8:30 p.m. 

The Twins will put Francisco 
Liriano on the mound against C.C. 
Sabathia. Liriano went 14-10 with a 
3.62 ERA while Sabathia went 21-7 
with a 3.18 ERA.If the Twins want to 
have any shot at winning this series 
they need to win this first game at 
home. 

In the, National League the 
Philadelphia Phillies and _ the 
Cincinnati Reds will play each other 
Wednesday Oct. 6 around 5 pm EST. 
The NL East champion Phillies, who 
have home-field advantage through- 
out the playoffs, will send Roy 
Halladay to the mound. Halladay 
went 21-10 with a 2.44 ERA. For the 


Let the Playoffs begin 


MCT Campus Photo 


Which National League and American League team will make it to the final face-off? 


NL Central champion Reds they sent 
Edinson Volquez, 4-3 with an ERA 
4.31. 

The Phillies are looking to head 
back to the World Series for a third 
straight time, while the Reds are try- 
ing to capitalize on their first winning 
season since 2000. 

The last series is between the NL 


West champs San Francisco Giants 
against NL wild card winner Atlanta 
Braves. Derek Lowe, 16-12 4.00 
ERA, with start for the Braves while 
Tim Lincecum, 16-10 3.43 ERA, will 
start for the Giants. 

This will be the last season for 
Braves manger Bobby Cox, so the 
Braves will play their hearts to give 


their manger one last World Series 
ring before retiring. The Giants are 
looking to get back to the World 
Series, their last being in 2002. 

There are five new teams headed 
to the playoffs this year, which could 
lead to an exciting playoffs. October 
baseball never disappoints. 


luck next year for Red Sox 


staff is filled with power bats and 


‘arms. Some power bats that should 


be available this off-season via trade 
are Prince Fielder, Adrian Gonzalez, 
Matt Kemp, Casey Blake, and maybe 
if contract talks stall between him 
and the Cardinals, Albert Pujols may 
be available. That would cost Sox top 
prospects Casey Kelly and Jose 


.Iglesias so it's a real long shot. 


Besides prospects the Red Sox 
have two major chips that could be 
moved that have major league expe- 
rience, Jacoby Ellsbury and Jonathan 


: Papelbon. 


Papelbon can be the easiest to 
trade because every team covets a 
quality closer and. the majority of 
World Series champs have a top- 


notch closer. Plus the Sox have . 


Daniel Bard waiting in the wings to 
be their next closer so Pabelbon is 
expendable. 

Ellsbury probably will get traded 
due to all of the drama he has caused 
by rehabbing on his own, away from 
Red Sox facilities and also by pretty 
much losing the respect of his fellow 
teammates by “playing soft.” Trading 
Ellsbury should also be easy due to 
the minor league outfield depth the 
Sox have with Ryan Kalish, Ryan 


_ Westmorland and Josh Reddick. Plus 


with “small ball” coming back 
Ellsbury should be a valued piece 


with his ability to lead off, steal bases - 


and make defensive gems. 

However most likely they won't 
trade any prospects because Theo 
Epstein loves his prospects. So per- 
haps they will spend some money 
this off-season. 

First on the list will have to be 
resigning Adrian Beltre, David Ortiz 
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Red Sox manger Terry Francona pulls Red Sox closer Jonathan Papelbon after he 
gives up the lead in the ninth inning. 


and Victor Martinez. However if 
Beltre decides to go elsewhere, say 
Minnesota, the Red Sox will still 
have options. They could sign 
Haverhill native Carlos Pena to play 
first base and move Kevin Youkilis to 
third. i 

The Red Sox have plenty of 
options for first base they could also 


sign Paul Konerko or Adam Dunn or 

simply put Lars Anderson there. If 

, indeed the Red Sox ship Jacoby 

Ellsbury away the Red Sox can sign a 

power bat to play in the outfield and 
that would be Jayson Werth. 

Werth is just the answer the Sox 

need for their offensive struggles. He 

hits home runs, he drives in runs and 


he does not strike out a lot. Either 
way they need to acquire more talent, 
whether it's trading prospects to get a 
power bat or two or spending a little 
money, the Red Sox need to bolster 
their lineup if they want to contend in 
the years to come. 
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Students get together 
to play a game of 
Quidditch 


By Rick INGHAM 
Staff Writer 


The wizarding world 
invaded the quad Monday as 
teams of seven faced off in the 
competitive sport of 
Quidditch. 

The sport, traditionally 
played by wizards and witches 
in the “Harry Potter” book 
series by J.K. Rowling, was 
adapted for muggles (non- 
wizarding individuals) and is 
now played by college stu- 
dents around the country. 
Monday’s games were organ- 
ized by Rob Parker, Maureen 
Saliba, and Dina Brown. 

_ Quidditch combines ele- 
ments of soccer, rugby, dodge- 
ball, and capture the flag, with 
several posiitons each filling 
its own role on the field. 

A team consists of three 
chasers, two beaters, one 
keeper, and one seeker. 

The chasers move the quaffle 
@ deflated volleyball) down the 

eld and toss it through any one of 
three hoops, which act as the goals, 
scoring ten points for each goal. 

The keeper, does triple- 
duty tending the three hoops 
where goals are scored. 


The beaters throw 
bludgers (dodgeballs) at 
opposing players in order to 
force them to retreat to their 
goal before returning to the 
ame. Being hit with the 
Biudect also Prces a player to 
drop the quaffle. 

The seeker is tasked 
with catching the golden 
snitch which in the books 
is a small golden flying 
ball. In the muggle version 
the snitch is played by a 
student with fairy wings 
and a sock with a tennis 
ball inside. The seeker 
must chase the snitch, who 
is not confined to the play- 
ing field, and catch the ten- 
nis ball in a sock in order 
to score thirty points and 
end the game. 

Participants collected their 
brooms and colored pinnies (blue 
or yellow) and took the field. 
Steven Zukofski donned the wings 
for the first game determined to 
evade his pursuers. 

“T'm just thinking, just run 
as long as I possibly can until 
I can’t no more.” He said, “I'll 
ie try and live up to the 

Cc: 


Game one began as an 
aggressive blue team forged a 
lead 60 to 30. James 
Cahsman, chaser for the blue 
team, scored several goals to 
gain an early lead. 

“You just have to fake 'em 
out,” Cashman said about 
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Students outside the Student Activities center join eachother in “Quidditch” a 
game taken from the fictional world of “Harry Potter” and brought to life. 


going up against an opposing 
eeper, “you have to have 
them think you're going this 
way and go that way.” 

Meanwhile outside of the 
playing field the snitch had a 
very determined seeker on his 
tail. Rafael Amadyson, the 
seeker for the yellow team, 
was able to retrieve the snitch 
and tied the game 60 to 60. A 
tie breaker was called and the 
teams faced off again with the 
snitch confined to the playing 
field. Amadyson caught the 
snitch again and gave the yel- 
low team the win. 

Game two featured a new 
line-up for the blue team 


against the yellow team, 
dubbed “Slitherpuff’ by it's 
beater, Errol Dunkley. Mike 
Guay took up the mantle of 
snitch for the second game. 
The fresh-faced blue team 
came out swinging scoring the first 
poe of the game, but Josh 
veras, Chaser for team 
Slitherpuff, came back strong scor- 
ing ie sees the ee at 20 
to 10. m struck again 
catching the snitch and ending the 
second game 50 to 10. Slitherpuff 
retired undefeated after two 
es. : 
Game three saw the return 
of blue team players (now 


donning yellow) however the 


Nashua, NH 


WHAT COMES NEXT? 


Earn your bachelor’s degree at Rivier College. 


real action was taking place 
off the field in the chase for 
the golden snitch, played by 
Nick Gates. Gates evaded 
seekers across campus and 
into the parking lot behind the 
C building losing his baseball 
cap in the chase. Gates was 
finally caught in after sepa 
through the playing field an 

petting a wing snagged on the’ 

ark of a tree. 

Event organizer Rob 
Parker was pleased with how 
smoothly everything went 
saying, 

“[It's] an excellent inidca- 
tor of how great our students 
are. 


1-800-447-4843 


» Choose from more than 30 majors, including education, 
business and nursing. 


» Take advantage of more than $7 million in institutional 
financial aid awarded annually. 


» Learn about one of the region’s most affordable private 
colleges. 


» Speak with your advisor about our generous transfer 
credit policies. 


» Schedule your visit today. 


Your future starts here. 


NECC Observer Oct. 6,2010 Page15 


— — —M—&O|>?$M— seg 


8 
3 
: 


iBuyer Beware. The Asterisk..! 


“Please, Roger. Just lose the tie and try 
my collar — indulge me.” 


“Special thanks to SF comedian Jason Douns’ 


You KNOW You'RE 
Gown’ GET SCREWED 
‘CAUSE THE ASTERISK 
Looks SusT , LiKe 


H 


5 “Ba RPE ge. ELL 
’ Wim oe 


Calamities of Nature by Tony Piro 


WHY DO CERTAIN PEOPLE OR DOES VT REFLECT 
ALWAYS BECOME AGGRESSIVE SOME REAL ASPECT OF 
WHEN "THEY DRINK? THE PERSON THAT ONLY 
IS IT PURELY DUE TO SHOWS THROUGH ONCE 
THE ALCOHOL?... B THEY HAVE. BEEN 
RELEASED FROM. 
THEIR INHIBITIONS? 


o 
» 
! 
& 
2 
oO 
rm 
© 
= 
mA 

v P: 


ww.calamitiesofnature 


www. harrybliss.com 


“| find you can’t have too many man caves.” 


MAM 


Ww OO YISVRSYSOVE 


OFFICER? CAN You TURN 
OFF YOUR LIGHTS? THEY 
; MAKE ME LOOK GUILTY. 


FOR EVERY UW-CONSISTENT 
RECURSIVE CLASS K OF 
FORMULAS, THERE Are 
RECURSIVE CLASS SIGNS 
vy, SUCH THAT NEITHER 
VGEN ¥ NOR NEG(VGEN®) 
‘BELONG To CCR). 


iF IT’S THE LATTER, T 
WONDER WHAT WE COULD 
LEARN ABOUT OUR 
FRIENDS BY. GETTING 
THEM DRUNK? 


YEAH, IT WONDER... 


ers 
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, new art exhibit, containing 
designed by Chaz 
iyane-Davies, is now open to 
»ublic and is being held on the 
sthill NECC campus at the 
ley Library up until Oct. 22. 

seing open since Sept. 20, the 
dit consists of more than 30 
ots reflecting on issues having 


9 with topics such as politics 


human rights. All of the 
ars have little white tags next 
hem to describe what the 
2s are supposed to represent. 
I think this is pretty cool,” 
one student at the exhibit, “it's 
ike one of those exhibits that 
schools usually have either. 
having like two or three bor- 
sosters. This exhibit is actually 
esting.” 
‘he artist behind the whole 
1, Maviyane-Davies, moved 
of his home _ country, 


sabwe, in 2001 due to political 
itions to what he felt was 


Remember, stop, think, vote, eject, 


iOve on.” 


This poster shows, 
and our lifestyle.” 


“carbon emissions 


unfavorable. 

Currently, he lives in Boston 
and is a professor of design at 
MassArt. According to a poster at 
the exhibit, Maviyane-Davies' art- 
work is supposed to “...raise con- 
sciousness about an array of social 
issues from discrimination and 
human rights, to health and the 
environment.’ 

To find the exhibit, go into the 
main entrance of the Bentley 
Library and take a right. A poster is 
on an easel that will point one to a 
door to the left leading to “The Art 
Space,” where the exhibit is being 
held. Hours for the exhibit are the 
same as the hours for the library 
itself: Monday through Friday 
from 8a.m. to 9p.m., and Saturday 
from 9a.m. to’ 1p.m. The exhibit is 
open to everyone, not just stu- 
dents. 

-Matthew G. Psehoyas 


“If a few degrees more than our 
body temperature makes us ill, what 
of the earth?” 


“The black and white parts of the . 
zebra’s skin serve the same function. 3 
It’s only skin.” ue . wes 3 


Artists statement- “Over the years I have tried to marshal the 
power of design to enable effective communication for social 
change by using images and ideas to cut through complacency 
and apathy. While trying to raise a consciousness about an 
array of social and political issues. Creating an alternative 
visionas my expression in a pervading regressive body politic 
has never been easy but design is my weapon and therein lies 
the challenge I have called ‘Creative Defiance.” I remind 
myself that everyday offers us the chance to refuse, giving me 
the impetus to address the social and ecological blemishes that 
only bring misery and despair to humankind, so that we can — 
hopefully embrace and nourish the potential we all deserve.” 


“No one shall be subjected to torture. 
Genocide-a holocaust: The degrada- 
tion of all ieee = spiritual dam- 
age.” 


This poster was created to show water pollu- | 
tion. j 


“Everyone has the right to freedom. of 
expressions. Through expression we sit 
on the throne of civilization.” . te 


